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"F. G." SPECIAL ALBUMS FOR CANADA 
Each page written up as for exhibitions, 
f: aint quadrille ruling. 
You can arrange your stamps as you wish. 
No cuts or spaces a llotted for stamps you can never afford. 
68 leaves-8 Ys" x 1 0 Yz "- in each book. 
Covers are peg type and b ound in maroon cloth . 
Supply as yet very limited. 
We sold plenty of these b efore the war. You will be proud to show 

your collection, m oun ted on one or m ore of these lovely albums. 
We expect a similar a lbum for NEWFOUNDLAND soon. Same size 

and price. 
Price of these albums will be $6.75 each-postage extra 

A FEW J-IOT WEATJ-IER OFFERS 

CANADA -1897 JUBILEE 
O. G. 

We can offer today-
complete set-fine ...... $200.00 

We have other Canadian. 
List Free 

CANADA - KING EDWARD 
SET-O.G. 

We can offer-
Fine set at .......... .......... $ 35.00 
Very fine set at.. .......... .. $ 55.00 
Blocks of 4-V.F ........... $350.00 

HOLMES HANDBOOK AND CATALOGUE-FIRST EDITION 
2 VOLUMES BOUND TOGETHER 

Clothbound ............ $ 7.00 Leather DeLuxe ............ $11.00 
Postpaid. Only a very few copies of these are available today. 

CANADA - 1897 JUBILEE 
O.G. 

Blocks of four 
V.F., Complete l/zc to $1 . .. . $300 

CANADIAN STATIONERY 
35 entries-mint & used .. .. $1.00 

CANADA - # 252 
4c G ray-Not G ray Green 

H ave 3 sheets at $30.00 each 

CANADIAN REVENUES 
55 Different-Only . ......... .. $1.00 

GENERAL and CANADIAN POST AGE LISTS FREE 

VICTORIA STAMP CO . 
Ont:ario 



AUGUST 

CANADA 1927 CONFEDERATION 
IMPERFS 

1c- 2c- 3c- 5c · 12c·& 20c S.D. 
SUPERB MINT 

PAIRS $150.00 BLOCKS $300.00 

CANADA 1927 HI STORICAL 
11\'IPER.F.S 

5c · 12c • 2()c 
SUPERB MINT 

PAIRS $75.00 BLOCKS $150.00 

XX 

SPI:CIALS 

CANADA OBSOLETE GEORGE VI 
BOOKLETS 

1937 GEORGE VI 
English 

231b 1c, 4 x 6............ .75 
232b 2c, 2 x 6............ .75 
233a 3c, 2 x 4.............. .75 
231a-3a 1c, 2c, 3c x 4 2.00 
1942 WAR ISSUE 
250b 2c, 2 x 6 ............ 1.00 
249a-51a 1c, 2c, ·sc x 4 1.25 
SPECIAL: All 6 above 6.00 

French 
1.00 

.75 

.75 
2.50 

1.00 
1.25 
6.50 

NEWFOUNDLAND 2c on SOc OVERPRINT 

On Sale 8 Days 

Singles 15c each 

1,000,000 Issued 

Blocks 60c 

Sheets of 50 at $7.50 

Cornered by Speculators 

Plate Blocks 75c 

CANADA #256, 13c TAN'K 

SUPIDRB MINT 

PRI~OE EDWARD ISLAND 
#9a, 4p BLACK IMPERF 

Rare and Unpriced In Scott 
Singles 40c, Blk 1.60, P l. Bl. $2 MINT PAIRS $15.00 Blocks $30.00 

COl\fPLETE SHEETS $17.50 

CANADA BOOKLET 

NEWFOUNDLAND #152 
9c PUBLICITY 

Cat. $1.75 
2c CARMINE 1912 

English, 2 x 6(cat. 3.00) ............ $1.25 
Another stamp cornered by specula· 

tors, now cheaper than In 1928. 

Wif:b Rate Change O'print..._..... 1.00 

Above in FI"ench (Sca1·ce) .......... 3.00 

All 3 above ...................................... 5.00 

All ~fint. 
Good $1.00 Fine 
V. Fine $1.25 Supe1·b 

BLOCKS PRO RATA 

N. B. 10% Discount It you remit U. S. Bills, Check or M. 0. 

payable at New York City 

B. N. A. LJ.S'J' #26 4c POSTAGE 

• • • • 

J . N. SISSONS 

$1.10 
$1.50 

204 Glenrose Avenue TORONTO 5, ONTARIO 
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OFFICIAL NOTICE 

95 

In order to simplify and expedite the procedure for amending the Constitution and 
By-Laws of the Society, the Board of Governors by action duly taken and In compliance 
with ARTICLE XII of the Constitution and By-Laws of the British North Amel'ica 
Philatelic Society, do hereby propose the following amendment to the Constitution anrl 
By-Laws of the Society: 

AMEND:\iENT- ARTICLE XII 
so that the new ARTICLE read 

This Constitution and By-Laws may be amended as hereinafter provided. Amend
ments may be proposed by (a) the Annual Meeting (b) by petition duly signed by 
at least 15 members in good standing. 
A proposed amendment must be received by the Secretary who shall cause same 
to be published in BNA '!lOPICS. A ·ballot on the proposed amendment shall be 
mailed to each member in good standing not less than 30 days nor more than 60 
days after the proposed amendment has been published. The ballot shall providE' 
spaces to indicate the vote for or against and may Include any arguments pro or 
con offered by members , upon such conditions as the Board of Governors may pre
scribe. Ballots shall be ta,bulated by a committee selected for that purpose by the 
President and a. report of the vote shall be published in BNA TOPICS. A 2J S vot~ 
of all members casting a ·ballot shall be necessary for the adoption of the amendment. 

( signed) Me!Jst·s. · N. S. Bona, A. Jr. G-rim1ne·r, 11. R. ilfe71e1·s, D. C. ll.fe71~1·son, 
I. 0 . .ilfongan, F. H. O'Dell, Ji'. W. Pollock. (Board of Governors) 
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POSTAL ~ISTORY 
Public Relations Bra nch Post: Office Department: 

1760 - 1944 
( Ll. Rep1'int) 

(Contintte!L from, last month) 

Up to this lime, the railways built had 
for their main purpose the provision of 
better communication with the United 
States, but as the result or an Act passed 
in 1851, to provide for the construction 
of a main line of railway between Upper 
and Lower Canada, the Grand Trunk 
Company In 1853 commenced the building 
of a railway from Quebec to the western 
limits of the Province or Canada at Sar
nla. In the same year, the Great Western 
Railway started to build a line from the 
Niagara River to the Detroit River, and 
the Northern Company a line from Tor
onto to Collingwood on the Georgian 
Bay. These various projects brought the 
advantage of railway communication to 
all the main settlements throughout the 
Canadas, and as construction on them 
proceeded they were utilized by the post 
office authorities for the conveyance of 
mails. 

When in the fall of 1855 the seat of 
Government for Canada was removed 
from Quebec to Toronto, (and with it 
the Post Office Department, consisting of 
a staff of seventeen persons). that city 
had no direct railway communication 
with the east. Howeve1·, with the comple
tion of the section of the Grand Trunk 
Railway between Brockvllle and Toronto 
In the fall or 1856, there was provided 
direct communication by means of the 
Grand Trunk and the Great Western 
Railways, ·between Quebec and Windsor. 
As a result, mails travelled 'between 
these two points in 1857 In to1·ty-nine 
lH1urs as compared with the period of 
te1~ an4 ltalf days required for the jour
ney by the winter malls in 1853, and 
there was a corresponding saving or time 
between the various intermediate points. 

There were at this time (1857) over 
fourteen hundred miles of railway in 
Canada as compared with sixty-six miles 
In 1851. 

The use of travelling post offices with 
mall clerks sorting and dist1·ibutlng the 
mails from the railway in the course of 
their trips, began In England In 1838. 
and while the lines of railway previously 
mentioned were under construction, an 
officer of the Canadian postal service was 
sent to England to study the system. It 
was first Introduced here in 1854, on the 
line between Niagara Falls and London. 
and by 1857 the system was In full 
course in Canada, on more than fourteen 

hund1·ed miles of railway. This postal 
facility was not brought Into operation 
In the United States till some seven 
years later. 

The transportation of the malls by 
railway and the provision of railway 
mail cle1·ks to handle them enroute, in
volved a heavy increase in the expendi
tures of the Canadian Post Offl.ce Depart
ment, but immensely facilitated the 
transmission of correspondence between 
one part of the count1·y and another. 

The Atlanllc and St. Lawrence Rail
wa,y from Portland, Maine, to the Cana· 
dian boundary was leased for a period 
of nine hundred and ninety-nine years. 
and with the completion of the Victoria 
Bridge across the St. Lawrence at Mon
treal in November, 1859, the Grand 
Trunk had a through route a·bout eight 
hundred miles long, from Portland on 
the Atlantic seaboard to Sarnia. at the 
western limit of the Province of ·Canada. 

A railway between the Maritime Prov
Inces and Canada was proposed as early 
as the thirties, and certain surveys were 
subsequently made, but the project fell 
through. Up to 1854, communication be
tween the Canadas and Nova Scotia or 
New Brunswick was by way of the long 
overland route of seven hundred miles 
requiring ten days travel to reach th~ 
nearest point of importance. However, 
In 1855, by means of railway connection 
between Quebec and Montreal and be
tween :\fontreal and Portland, Maine, 
mails were carried between Quebec and 
Halifax by way of Portland and St. John, 
N. B. {by steamer between these latter 
points) in four days In summer. some
times an additional day during the win
ter. 

Service by railway in Nova Scotia be· 
gan in 1857, between Halifax and Granci 
Lake, a distance of twenty-two miles. 
The following year it was extended to 
T ruro and Windsor. At the time of Con
federation In 1867, there were about three 
hundred and forty miles of railway In 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 

The arrangement entered into with a 
British fi1·m In 1853 for steamship ser
vice from Liverpool to Quebec and Mon
tJ·eal in summer, and Portland, Maine, 
In 'Winte1·, was not satisfactorily per
formed and was ended In 1855. 

Tbe month of May, 1856, was marked 
by the first voyage to the St. Lawrence 
or the line of Canadian mail steamers 
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under contract between Mr. Hugh Allan 
of :\'Iontreal and the Provincial Govern· 
ment. These vessels ct·ossed the Atlantic 
at an average speed comparing favout·· 
ably with that of the steamers travelling 
between England and the ports of New 
Yo1·k and Boston (12 to 13 days west· 
ward, and about a day less eastward), 
and when In 1859 the frequency was In· 
creased from fortnightly to weekly the 
Canadian route began to be used exten· 
sively by the United States Government 
for the transmission of European malls 
to and from. the New England states and 
also fot· the large territory beyond De
troit and Chicago. 

During the year 1857 the growing In· 
terest of Canada In connection with the 
Red River settlements and regions of 
the northwest Induced the Government 
to authorize the establishment of mall 
communication directly through Cana· 
dian territory by way of Sault Ste. 
Marie, Lake Superior and the voyageur 
route to Lake Winnipeg and Red Rivet·. 
On the uppm· lakes, mails were canted 
twice a month In sumrne1· between Col· 
lingwood and Fort William, and from 
the latter place by canoe to and from 
Red River. \Vhen navigation closed, a 
monthly set·vice was kept up by snow· 
shoes and dog trains. 

A pat·cel post service within the Prov· 
ince of Canada was instituted in Janu· 
ary, 1859, with a weight limit of two 
pounds (soon Increased to three pounds), 
the charge- being one shilling three pence 
per pound and prepayment obligatory. 
On the adoption of the decimal currency 
instead of the system of pounds, shll· 
lings and pence in July, 1859, the rate 
became 25c a pound, and the service was 
extended to Include parcels passing be· 
tween Canada and Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick from the first of May, 1866. 

Postage stamps to the nlue of 1c., 5c .. 
10c., 12~c .. and 17c., were issued first or 
July, 1859. to meet the establishment of 
the decimal cunency. Stamped envelopes 
bearing medallion stam_ps to the value 

of 5c and 10c respectively were intro· 
duced in the beginning of the following 
year for the .convenience of the public. 

A system of collection from street let
ter boxes was commenced In Toronto in 
1859, and results being satisfactory, simi
lar systems were placed In operation also 
in Montreal and Quebec during the next 
few years. 

The postal service entered on a new 
phase of its existence with the Confeder· 
atlon of the Canadian Pr~vinces in 1867 
and from that time on showed a remark· 
able expanaion not only In the physical 
growth of the Depar·tment but also in 
the new services introduced from time 
to time. 

Dealing first with the growth of the 
Department, this can be shown in part 
by the following comparative statistics. 
In 1867 there were 3.~77 post offices in 
the system and in 1944 this number had 
Increased to 12,234. The greatest expan· 
slon has taken place In the prairie prov· 
inces. On entering Confederation the 
postal arrangements In the vast terri tory 
between the Great Lakes and the Rocky 
Mountains were hand led by six post 
ofllces. In 1944 there was 3,510 post 
offices in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and 
Alberta. 

The figures as regards increase in 
revenue are still more Impressive. At 
the end of the first year of Confederation 
postal receipts were $1,024,710; whereas 
In 1944 the gross revenue of the Depart· 
ment was $73,004,398. more than a 
seventy-one-fold Increase during the per· 
iod although the population bad in· 
creased on!)' about three times over the 
same n umber of years. This increase is 
still more remarkable when it is con· 
s idered that it was accompanied by a 
steady reduction In postage. At Confed· 
eratlon the letter rate was 5c. per half 
ounce and at the first session of Parlia· 
ment after Confederation the rate waa 
lowered to 3c. per half ounce, which rate 
remained unchanged for twenty-one 

(Continued on page 100) 

-CANADA

SCOTT # 245 - $1 Dull Violet 

THIN PAPER - Mint 

Price $2.50 each 

"" M•Gm eon ••• ~.~NTU::bli~: ~:p CO. Mont'"'· Qu•be< I 
--.~~-0-IJ..C~~~.-..~.._...._.._..~1 



98 BNA T OPICS --- ----"' 

BRINGING NEws AsouT PEoPLE AND STAMPS 
By R&v. Jon:-. S. BAI N' 

I walked Into a Chicago dealer's .office Large Cents sta ted tha t the watermark 
one day las t month and observed a ta ll In that issue is "not cons idered of sur-
fellow exper·Uy examining copies of New- fl clent interest to be lis ted separately." 
foundland #40. I watched as he laid Oh yes, the complete set of 1897 J ubilee's 
t he nice copies to one side, and then he were listed at 85/-! 
picked a perfectly centered one with the BNAPS 
Imprint. It was a gem. I made a re
mark about it. The dealer introduced 
us, and who should It be-none .other 
than BNAPS John ,Siverts with whom 1 
bad been enjoying a nice correspondence, 
but had never· met. He too happened to 
be visiting Chicago. We meet in a stamp 
s tore. That has a philatelic follow thru. 

BNAPS 
Lawrence W. Case In his famous 'Chase 

Bztlletin' lists 1\e'l\>foundland as the #2 
country In his list of the 'Big Six' wllich 
will advance in price and offer the best 
investment. He also specifies t he New
foundland 30c Memorial College stamp, 
#257, to r ise rapidly as soon as s tocks 
a re depleted. 

-BNAPS 
Ken Vizzarct, new B::-.IAPster and the 

philatelic-jeweller from Wheatley, On· 
tario, is going to write fo t· TOPI CS about 
his discoveries in the booklet and pane 
field of Canada. This should prove Inter
esting as ther·e is st ill plenty to lear·n. 
Ken now has complete booklets of the 
Victoria, E dwa rd and #104. 

B!N'APS 
If anyone bas any forgeries of B.N.A. 

for sale, or knows where they can be 
bought, I'd apprecia te bearing from him. 
Anything that is bogus, fake, forget·y, 
counterfeit, facsimile, ot· whatever you 
call it, is wanted for a reference collec
tion. Readers to the rescue! · 

BNAPS 
F or light summer reading, I offer you 

the following ads taken from Stanley 
Gibson's catalogue, 1899, Part I. "The 
'Ideal' perfo ration gauge. The publishe•·s 
claim fo r this Gauge many advan tages 
which the present gauges do not possess. 
it Is portable." I wonder what the ones 
looked like which were not portable! 

The other ad reads as follows : "The 
'P hilatelist's Vade l'l·lecum (secured by 
letters patent) is an entirely new and 
ol'igin al Invention and Is a 'multum i n 
11arvo' ot philatelic 1·equis ite." The 
answer-stamp tongs! 

In t hose days (1899) the 12d black. 
sold for £80, the 3d beavers (la id ) 7J6 
and (wove ) l j 6. A footn ote to the 1868 

I bear tell that the script "R.P." over
print authorized for use by the French 
Naval Forces was also surcharged on 
Canadian stamps. Anyone know some
thing about this. Please tell us. 

BKAPS 
BNAPS will have its day at the 1947 

show. B::-.IAPS will have the use of the 
Lecture Hall at the show for a full day 
or at least a half day. Efforts will be 
made to have one of Canada's outstand
Ing philatelic figures as guests and 
speaker for that day. 

I'm su re that BNAPS will have a 
Lounge for Its members and I'd suggest 
that we don't wait but send our contribu
tions to the Treasurer- NOW! 

THE 

PI-ll LATE L I C 
MAGAZ INE 

Founded by A lbert N. Harr is 
Is in l b 

Year of Uninterrupted Publication 
and is r ecognized aa t he Leading 

British Reference J ournal for 
Collectora 

• * * • * 
Subscription: 10 shillin gs per &Jl!num 
for 26 fortnightly issuea. Pa yable by 
money o rder through your pod -

office, or by draft on London. 

• • * • • 
Harris Publications, Ltd. 
11 2 Stranei LONDON, ENG. 

Patronize TOPICS Advertisers 
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POST OFFIC(; P(;RPLEXITIES 
BY F. W. CAMPBELL 

The illustration on page 82 of the June TOPICS offers some interesting study for 
the student of postal and post office history. 

The "REGISTERED" would date its use as after :\iay 1855, since that was tbe 
first possibility for the registry marking. The style of postmark was first used in 
1846. That would indicate that Rochester originated as a Post Office after that basic 
period of the townmark origin (Rochester was established in August 1854). 

Rochester is near my 'native village' and thus offers a personal interest for study. 
It was changed to Belle River in 1874. This change in itself is also perplexing. In 
old P.O. lists, if an office was three miles from tbe next office site, it would hardly be 
considered as "changed to" something. In this case, the date of change fitted both 
offices and the Postmaster came with it to the new office, so, the change was unusual. 

Another -consideration is introduced in the problem of poost office names and listings. 
English language listings at times used the French name (in Quebec)-but place it 
alphabetically in the list according to the English translation- thus, Gitill<ttm~e ( Wi!· 
liam) is found in the "Ws" and Tt·avet·se de Pete1·son (Peterson's Ferry) is placed under 
the "Ps". 

This changing and translating names certainly creates and could create much 
confusion. The office of Isle Verte in Quebec with manuscript markings by the Post· 
master on free mail where he was su.pposed to sign his name had the· English transla· 
tion of it-"Green Island"-as his post office, with the postmark spelling in French. 
B elle Rive1· might be Belle Rivie1·e if changed to the French but· we run into the fact 
that a Belle Riviere existed in Quebec at that time, established in 1854 in Two Moun· 
tain County. 

If you want to add to the confusion, as a friend of mine in Teaneck, N: J. sug· 
gested, t1·y changing the otnce "Qu'Appelle" to the English, "Vlho Calls". Or, change 
these Indian names of Canadian office-Kazubazua, Wikwemikong or Shebeshkong. 

•!• - - - ·:· 

MOR~ on the NtWI=OUNDLAND 2c on Joe 
I read with great inte1·est the article on the Newfoundland 2c on 30c as offered br 

William Meyerson in the May issue of T OPICS. I've been able to do some further 
checking into the history .of this overprint and offer my findings for the readers. 

The surcharge was necessitated by the Jack of both the 2c and 4c values of the 
regular issue. Experimental printings were tried on the 5c ( #259) but were aban· 
doned due to curling of this stamp and the 30c was chosen instead. I am assured by 
the post office official who su.perintended the job that the 5c Essays were all (lestroyed. 

500,000 of the 30c stamps were overprinted by "D.K Thistle"- King's Printer (bet· 
ter known as "Trade Pt·inters"). Sheets were divided into verti-cal panes of 50 each 
for printing and both the top and bottom sheets were used. Thus, there are tom· 
separate panes having the overprint in this printing. 

The first day of sa.le was March 21, 1946, and by mid-afternoon of that day, stocks 
at the City branch postoffices were completely exhausted, and so badly depleted at the 
G. P. 0., that a halt was called on all sales. · 

A further printing of an extra 500,000 was immediately ·ordered, but as the first 
setting had been defaced and· broken up, it was necessary to re·set another plate. Thus, 
there are two distinct settings for the overprint, and as all four panes were again used 
for the second printing, there are therefore eight different panes. · 

After the first day, sales of stamps in inint condition was limited to 10 copies per 
person-for a few days. This was soon changed however and during the last two or 
three days, letters had to be handed in over the counter to have the stamps affixed (I'm 
speaking of St. John's only in this connection. Outpost offices having su.pplies of the 
stamp could sell at will). 

Arrival of su·pplies of the regula1· 2c stamp on or about March 31st rendered further 
use of the overprints unnecessary and they were withdrawn (from St. John's offices 
only). Remainders on hand were used to fill accumulated orders (collectors and dealers) 
in full or in part, according to the quantity required and as far as the stock would go. 

I cannot say if all outport offices were sent supplies of the stamp, but I do know 
that offices in widely scattered sections had them and in some instances, for some 
little time afte1· they were discontinued af St. John's. In any case, such offices would 
have to await supplies of the regular issue before discontinuing the overprint. 
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Apart from the 'Broken T' variety mentioned in the l\Jay article (and I'm given 
to understand that a speck of paper or dirt Is the real cause). I don't believe there are 
any constant errors, but there are any number of 'Phantom' double overprinting. Tbl' 
two printings are bard, if not Impossible to tell apart when broken up, but in full 
sheets are readily dlscernable. Incidentally, the same post office official I mentioned 
earlier assures me that all freak items, etc., were duly and positively destroyed. 

•!• •!• E. H. HISCOCK 
years until In 1889 the weight was In 1882 tbe first railway mail service 
changed from half an .ounce to one In the West was esta,bllshed over the 
ounce. A reduction of the rate was made Winnipeg-Brandon section or the Cana· 
on January 1st, 1899, 2c. being substi· dian Pacific Railway. In the following 
tuted for 3c. as the rate for a one ounce year the service was extended to Cal· 
letter. This rate remained till 1915 when gary. Continuous dally mall service from 
a 1 cent war tax was added. In 1926 the the Atlantic to the Pacific commenced 
2-cent rate was restored, until 1931 when in 1886. 
again it became 3 cents, a 1 cent tax 1898 was marked by the Introduction 
being Imposed by the (}{)vernment, and 4. of the special delivery and Postal Note 
cents In 1943 when a special war tax system. In 1898, 1,746 offices were au-
was added. Undoubtedly a considerable> thor·ized to sell Postal Notes, and the 
par-t of the Increase in Post Office revenue aggregate value of Postal Notes paid was 
resulted from new services added by the $771,489,28. In 1944 Postal Notes were 
Post Office Department from time to time sold at 11,232 Post Offices, the aggregate 
and which may be dealt with In chr·ono- value being $25,593,818. 
logical o1·der with a word 01· two as to In 1908 rural mail delivery was intro· 
tho growth since the introduction. duced and there has been a steady ex-

Money Order service was in operation pansiou in this service since that time. 
at Conferteratlon and in 1868 there were In 1914 the parcel post service was 
515 money order offices the amount of established in Canada followed in 1921 
orders issued by them being $3,342,574; by the Insurance of parcel post and in 
in 1944 the number of money order of- 1922 by a C.O.D. service. These two !at-
flees bad increased to 7,362, the aggre- ter services in conjunction with the par-
gate value of orders issued being eel post system have been of enormous 
$262,297,330. benefit to business men of Canada and 

The Post Office Savings Eank was not have facilitated trade to an almost unbe· 
In operation prior to Confederation, It lievable extent. 
was establtsbed in April 1868 and at In 1924 there was an Improvement !n 
the end of the first year there were 213 the Savings Bank system, and increase 
post offices acting as Savings Bank or- in indemnity for· registered articles. 
flees with deposits at the end of the first In 1925 the limit or weight for parcel 
yeat• amounting to $861,655. In 1944 the post was increased from 11 pounds to 15 
number of offices authoriz~d to transact pounds which In 1937 was raised to 25 
Post Office Savings Bank ·business num- pounds, and for tbe first time in any 
bered 1,741 and t11e aggregate <balance postal system in the world cash registers 
to tbe credit of depositors was $28,299,712. were used for postage-paid-in-cash on 

In 1871 post cards were introduced in parcels. 
Canada. (1'o Be Continued) 

I Am Disposin.g ot My 
CANADIAN and NEWFOUNDLAND 

BOOKLETS and PANES. 
Will Sell or Trade for 19th Century 

B.N.A.- What are your needs? 
JOHN S. SIVE R.TS 

11 S. Upton Ave. Minneapolis, .Minn . 

AT YOUR SERVICE PLAZA .3·6462 

H . R. HARM ER, INc. 
PHI LATELIC AUCTIONEERS AND AP"RAISERS 

ROOSEVELT 
AUCTIONEERS 

32 EAST 57TH ST. 
NEW YORK 22. N . Y. 

We bu.y all kinds of 
collc-ctlona and accu· 
rnulntlon~ of pootage 
stnrn1>1. provided they 
nrc worth ~50 or 
mor~. Se nd for our 
frf.'C book l<'t, "If You 
Ilnvc Sl:omps to Sell", 
dcsrrlblng our free 
nrprn!snls, top prices 
nnd prompt payments. 
n .. HJ It for your J<fO• 
~~<'lion belor~.•·ou'<•II. 
&0111 Prce 011 llcquefl. 

H. E. HARRIS 6 CO. · 
Trans it Buildin1 Boston 17, Mass. 

PATRONIZE "TOPICS" ADVERTISERS 
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REPORT OF T~E SECRETARY 
NEW MEMBERS 

278 Bun, Russell, 289 Nassau Street, Winnipeg, Man., Canada 
279 Cowell, Charles, 4820 Summerdale Avenue, Philadelphia 24, Pa. 
280 Culhane, James T., 813 E. Chelten Avenue, Philadelphia 38, Pa. 
281 Fries, Herman 1., 834 East 156th Street, Bronx 55, N. Y. 
282 Harmer, GQrdon R., 560 Fifth Avenue, New York 19, N. Y. 
283 Jarrett, Fred, SO Bloor Street W., Toronto 5, Ont., Canada 
284 Mueller, Col. Harl'ie S., 1505 Park Place, Wichita 4, Kansas 
285 Pitbiado, Isaac, % Pitblado Hoskins & Co., Winnipeg, :.VIan., Canada 
286 Seed, Allen H. J r., 202 Metropolitan Bldg., Minneapolis 2, Minn. 
287 Speier, Albert K. , 105·05 69th Avenue, Forest Hills, N. Y. 
288 Sullivan, E. H., 211 Cook Street, Victoria, B. C., Canada 
289 Sykes, Frank L., 14156 Washburn Avenue, Detroit 4, Mich. 

APPLICATIONS F'OR ME:\1BERSHIP 
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Cossette, Marcel, Makamik, Abitibi, Que., Canada (CX) CAN, PRE-Used postage, covers, 
proofs & essays. CAN- A'mails, bklts., coils, literature, vat·ietles. By J. Levine, 

Dempsey, Robert E., 235 East 93d St., N. Y. 28, N. Y. (DC) Canada & U. S. used. By 
Het·man Herst, Jr., No. 165. 

Foster, George E., Box 174, Bordentown, N. J. (CX) N.B.- Postage, mint & used, 
blks., covers, cancell., plt. nos., proof & essays, literature, varieties. By J. Levine, 

Hill, E. L., 29 Gorge Road 2, Victoria, B.C., Canada (C) Canada & Newfoundland. 
British Commonwealth. By R. J. Duncan, No. 37. 

Denton, B. K., 477 •Bayview Ave., Toronto 12, Ont., Canada (C) 19th Century BNA. By 
J . Levine, No. 1. 

Fouse, C. N., 967 Hamilton St., Preston, Ont., Canada (C) BNA. Canada-dated cancels 
and mint blocks. By R. J . Duncan, No. 37. 

Newbet·ry, Roger, 837 Fort St., V1ctoria, B. C., Canada (D ) BNA postage, revenues, 
semi-official airs. By R. P. Hedley, No. 164. 

Phtlltps, S. E., 12 Myrtle St., Rochester, N. H. (C) BNA. By R. P. Hedley, No. 164. 
Reinhard, Henri E., 3416 Ganison Blvd., Baltimore 15, Md. (CX) CAN-postage mint 

& used (from 1868), cancel!., literature, proofs, revenues, stationery, va1·ietle.il. 
By J. Levine, No. 1. 

S haw, G. P. Gladstone, 7 George St., Sbawinigan Falls, Que., Canada (C) BNA. Dy 
R. J . Duncan, No. 37. 

ADDITIONS TO EXCHANGERS 
Fries, Herman I., 834 East 156th St., Bronx 55, N. Y. (X) CAN. NFD- Postage, mint & 

used, bklts., varieties. NFD-A'mails, lt terature. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Sarson H. S., 1603 Rust St., Eau Claire, Wise. 
Davis, E. J ., 5 Church Rd., Long Branch, Toronto 14, Ont., Canada. 
Smith, R. R. Hillside Drive, Topanga, Calif. (Sept. 1st) 

·:· --- ·:· 
SALES DEPARTMENT NEWS 

H. R. MJn"ERS, Sales Manager 101 West 60th Street N. Y. 23, N. Y. 
At the present time we have 8 circuits traveling about. Each circuit is composed 

of 5 or 6 books; average value, $100; average weight, 6·7 ounces, so that the total cost 
ot forwarding a circuit (in the U.S.) will be not more than G1c, fully insured. Only 
38 members are enjoying the privileges or this department, and a lesser number, to 
date, have taken advantage of the opportunity offered all to enter their duplicates for 
sale. Comments from participating members have all been favorable, and you are 
invited to enjoy the same services, whether buying or selling. No one receives a circuit 
who haS not applied to the Sales Manager In writing fo r them. Write to me, TODAY! 

Some have inquired about the type of mate1ial handled. We have only BNA at 
present, but have had some suggestions for expansion to the .general British Colonial 
field, also U. S. and U. S. Possessions. Remember, THIS IS YOUR CIRCUIT, and wh.at
over YOU want in it, we w111 be glad to handle for you. 

·:· - -- ·:· 
Pn.>pose Your Friend to BNAPS 
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REPORT OF TI-lE TREASURER 
June 10, 1945 to July 5, 1946 

Balance as of June 10, 1946 ........................................................................... . 
RECEIPTS: June 10, 1945 to July 5, 1946 

·Membership Dues and Fees' ............................................ $ 652.61 
Advertising in TOPICS ..... .f........................................... 258.14 
Back Issues of TOPICS ............ •-----------------,.................... 13.()0 
Advertising YEAR BOOK ................................................ 186.75 
Sales of YEARBOOK ........................................................ 4.50 
Profit from B.N.A.P.S. Circuit to 10j 10j 45................ 27.53 

Total Receipts Applicable to 1945-1946 ........................................ $1142.53 

TOTAL 
DISBURSEl'llENTS: June 10 1945 to July 5, 1946 

Printing of TOPICS #16 to #26 in~l... ...................... $ 926.74 
Postage for TOPICS ... -................ ................................... 63.93 
Postage for YEARBOOK .................................... .. ............ 8.97 
Postage for Society .......................................................... 6.75 
Envelopes for TOPICS ........................................... -....... 47.22 
Circuit Books (present use) .......................................... 15.62 
Ltbrary-Books ................... ......................... -----~-------------- -- 54.50 

Total Disbursements Applicable to 1945-1946 ............................ $1183.73 

BALANCE 
Deferred Expense 

Circuit Books for Future Use ....................................... . 

BALANCE 
Deferred Income 

Membership Dues Paid Beyond 1946 ............................ $ 21.45 
Advertising in TOPICS beyond July 5 1946................ 50.00 

$ 351.13 

1142.53 

§1493.66 

1183.73 

$ 369.93 

60.00 

$ 309.93 

71.45 71.45 

Cash on Hand July 5, !946.............................................................................. $ 381.38 
Accounts Receivable 

Advertising ....... - ................................................. $ 23.00 
Accounts Payable 

Printing YEARBOOK .................... Bill Not Received 
NOTE: The cost of printing TOPICS does not include the cost of making cuts, all of 

which have been donated. The cost for auditing is not included in the dis
bursements as this service was done without charge by Mr. Arthur J. Dean. 

Respectfully submitted: 
W. ·C. PETERMAN Treasw·e·r 

• * * • 
I have audited the books of the British Nor th America Philatelic Society and affirm 

that the above repor t correctly represents the Society's financial transactions and status. 
A. J. DEAN AtuLitor 

•!• ---- ·:· 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
Your Editorial ·Staff is ha.ppy to be able to announce these forthcoming articles in 

TOPICS. 
A HISTORY OF THE ARMY POSTAL SERVICES IN CANADA by IAN C. MORGA:'\" 
SPECIALIZE-D CHECK-LIST OF CANADIAN POSTAL ISSUES by CJ::ClL G-. KEMP 
CANADIAN POSTAL SLOG-AN CANCE-LLATIONS (continued) by C. B. D. G-ARRETT 

* * * * 
We would like to give you a larger magazine with more reading but that depends 

entirely on y.ou. Your contributions are the sole source of material for the magazine. 
Remen~ber, TOPICS is 1J01tr magazine-your news, views and information are invited. 
and very welcome. 

THIS IS YOUR PUBLICATION - YOUR VIEWS ARE WELOOME 
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GRATE SCOTT! 
By "CLICK" 

(Part 8) 
We come to the Postage Due Stamps In our series designated to point out the 

errors we ·should like to see corrected in the present Canada listings-and here Click is 
saved the time and trouble of private research because already in these pages a member 
ol BNAPS has provided us with a reference text on Postage Dues. 

No major points of dit'fet·ence develop In a comparison of Scott's current listings 
with the specialized checklist written in the April 1945 issue of TOJ>IOS by Nelson Bond, 
but two points of minor interest ao show up. 

The first parallels a problem already encountered in our discussion of the Fh·st King 
George Type of postage stamps. Either Scott must d1·op all shades, conftnlng its pre· 
tensions to the single one of otrerlng a "basic" checklist, or it must include a few out· 
stand1ng shade varieties .by which various issues of the same design may be dltferentiatedi· 

Scott's #s Jl, 2 and 3 should- in order to tell the whole truth- su:bllst t he rare 
shades .G! "dull violet" which are indicative of the true first (le. 1906) issue. The items 
now listed under date of 1906 as "violet" are actually the re-Issued dry plate printings 
of 1924-worth approximately l j lO as much as their earlier brethren. 

It is also noteworth that throughout the Postage Due section scant care has been 
taken in naming colors. After the first type, all subsequent releases are described as 
"dark violet". Ft·ere Bond's description of the second type as "purple", the third as 
''blue-violet", and the fourth as "dark violet" Is much more nearly in accordance with 
the facts. And there are, of course, the shade varieties of "red-violet" In the second 
type, and "lilac" in the current type---but since little premium attaches to these, Click 
does not recommend their inclusion. 

Incidentally, that good old Scott inconsistency remains with us always! Scott care
fully notes the first Postage Due issue as dating variously from 1906 to 1928, the second 
from 1930 to 1932, the third 1933-34-all or which are conect- then lists the current 
Issue simply as 1935. Gentlemen, #Jl8 was Issued on September 16, 1936. In case 
you're Interested! 

Not so general a nod of approval can be given to the War Tax Stamvs listing a~:~ 
was bestowed upon the foregoing Dues. With Incomprehensible stubbornness, Scott re· 
fuses to acknowledge the postal validity of a complete series recognized and approved 
by no less an authority on what is and what Is not a. postally negotiable adhesive than 
the Canadian Government itself! 

Reference Is here made •to the "set" of three First Kin.g George Type stamps issued 
In February, 1915, with the overprint, "WAR 'l'AX", and legltlmatized for postal usage 
by Government decree from April 16th of that year until the 30th of December, 1915. 

Let Click be the first to acknowledge that this validity was the result of confusion 
existing not only in the minds of the 'PUblic, but in the Post Office as well. The facts, 
bolled down, are these: 

In February, 1915, was passed a "Special War Revenue Act", calculated to increase 
governmental 1·evenue not only from an increase In postal rates, but by extra taxation 
to be collected In a number of G·overnment Departments as well. 

For "pure" postal usage were prepared the stamps Scott lists as J'.ffil-.2 But coin
cidentally had been prepared for the Inland Revenue Department (pending the prepara
tion of a definitive Issue well known to Canadian revenue collectors) tht·ee provisional 
denominations: namely, the 5c, 20c, and 50c postage stamps of the First King George 
TyJ)e, overprinted "WAR TAX" diagonally in two lines. 

Naw inasmuch as <the Official Circular dated April 16, 1915, stated in part: The Post
master has been informed th.at it has been decided that postage stamps upon tvhich the 
words 'WAR TAX' have been f)t'inted. (sic!) may be accepted, tor prepayment ot postage, 
and he is to amena his instructions ana procedure accordingZy"-the confused public 
accepted this statement at Its face value, using the three overprinted denominations 
postally, and the confused postal authorities had no choice other than to accept them. 

It Is beside the point to argue that the Offlcial Circula1· should have used the word 
"engraved" rather than the word "printed". The fact remains that these stamps were 
valid for postal use, were accepted freely by postal authorities throughout the Dominion 
as legitimate Canadian, postage stamps, and are a thousand-fold more worthy of Inclusion 
In the catalogue as the utterly phoney Port Hoods, the Government·confiscated New 
Brunswick Connels, and the unauthorized bisects of a dozen errant countries! 
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Click insists that nothing but pure, unalloyed "cussedness" keeps Scott from fol· 
lowing the exmple o'f all other cataloguists--G~bbons, to name a ·parallel competitor
in listing these three stamps. For the benefit of the rewrite men on 47th Street, such 
a listing, when admitted, should read as follows: 

1915 
Stamps ot 1912-25 Overprinted, (facsimile) W A R T AX 

MR3 A43 (a) 5c blue, black overprint .................... 2.00 1.75 
1'11R4 A43(a) 20c Olive green, black overprint... .... - ... 1.50 1.50 
!v1R5 A43 (a) 50c black, red overprint ···········-··········· 1.25 1.00 

In conclusion Click would like to note that the present footnote "covering" these 
emissions shows lack .of both imagination and knowlege. Inasmuch as the Official Cir· 
cular clearly stated that the WT1 type stamps need not be used in conjunction with 
normal postage stamps, but could be used as the sole means of prepaying postage, it 
follows that "postal rate plus War Tax" could be- and often was-high enough to war
rant the use of a 5c, 20c, or 50c stamp. Also, the s.tatement that "a few" of these 
stamps were used to ·pay postage is a moot one. Current net retail values, showing 
mint copies to be generally rarer than used, indicates •the postal usage of a considerable 
number of them. 

If Scott really wants to footnote something, let them note the fact that not only 
these two types, but a thirdr-the definitive War Tax Revenue Issue-was accepted for 
postal usage during the 1915 "era of chaos"! That Offlcial Circular failed utterly in 
its purpose. On the Inland Revenue stam•ps of the period, the words "War Tax" appeal' 
not only printed, but engraved! Click has copies .of both t he lc orange and 2c brown 
War Tax revenues used postally-the former in combination ;with ::VIR1 on a registered 
cover! 

· As to the Official Stamps-Click's private feeling is that the least said a:bout these 
in Scott, the better. He appreciates the effort made by the Encyclopedia of Philately 
to add another inch to the gr.ound covered in treatment of his favorite philatelic country, 
but belated recognition of OHM.S stamps from 1939-to-date tends to confuse the neophyte. 

The reason for this feeling is that governmental departments began perforating 
stamps OH~fS very long ago, and almost every stamp since #104 has been reported, or 
could exist, perforated .OHMS in one of two styles~ftve hole or four hole. This •being 
the case, and it not being t:he purpose of Scott to go into detail on the matter anyway, 
Click recommends a quiet elimination of the paragraph on Official Stamps. 

So ends oul" series, and Click hopes those who needled him into writing it are con
vinced, by now, that Scott is not infallible, and that there was justiftcatio'n for Click's 
questionin·g the present Scott catalogue listings. 

More to the point, he sincerely hopes the gentlemen who write the catalogue will 
have read. this series and taken some of it to heart. He will look forward eagerly
ardently, even! - to seeing the 1947 edition of the Encyclopedia of Philately. If it does 
not contain some changes based on these paragraphs-

Oh, well- pass the aspirin, J ohnny! A guy can dream, can't he? 

# 4, 
29, 
45, 

2 RING NUMERALS WANTED! 
INSTALLMENT V 

Six' Cent 1868, Dark Brown, No. 25 
8, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 

31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 41, 42, 
46, 47, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 

PLEASE SELL OR EXCHANGE ANY YOU CAN SPARE TO 

REG. BARRACLOUGH 
Box 115, Place D'Armes, Montreal 

I:RROR IN AD· 

26, 
43, 
60. 

28. 
44. 

In the Victoria Stamp Co. ad last month (July), the "2 Kings" Head, used envelope 
should have read $2.00 and nm $10.00. 
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CLASSIFIED TOPICS 
RESERVED FOR MEMBERS OF B. N. A. P. S. 

Rates 2c per word. Min. 15 words per ad. Three times at price of 2. 500 words 
at will $4.00 payable in advance. Scott's numbers used unless otherwise spe
cified. 

WANTED--CANADIAN Precancels: DOUBLED AND I NVERTED VARIETIES. 
Forward with your price or preference In exchange. Jack Levine. 610 Liberty 
Ave., Brooklyn 7, N. Y. 

COVERs--Newfoundland Stampless or pre-stamp and any used prior to 1880. 
Dan C. Meyerson, 766 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn 13, N. Y. 

SASKATCHEWAN LAW STAMPS-1st Prlntlng-76c, positlon#17- $2; #1, 
6, 16, 18- $3; #3, 4, 5, 18. Pllpay your price and THEN please el"tber, send me 
or tell me where I may try to get photostatic copies of any multiple pieces. I'll 
gladly pay all costs. J. Levine, 510 Liberty Ave., Brooklyn 7, N.Y. 

SOMEONE must have a pre-stamp cover of Newfoundland that I can use. Just 
drop a line to Arthur B. Moll, 1240-72nd St., Brooklyn 28. N. Y. 

WANTED-NEWFOUNDLAND ONLY. Wbolesale source of supply, also good 
singles on 20 day approval. Kenneth Minuse, 1236 Grand Concourse, New York 
66, N.Y. 

CANADIAN POSTAL STATIONERY- Early Victorian and later Letter Cards, 
Post Cards, Wrappers and Early Stamp E mbossed Envelopes, Canadian 
ReYenues and Postage. Inquiries invi ted. B. L. Baulch, 162 Chatham Street, 
Brantford, Ontario. 

WANTED-Newfoundland 5c blue, rouletted Seal. Scott #40. Used Pairs, stl'ips 
or blocks. Dan C. Meyerson, 765 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn 13, N. Y. 

NEWFOUNDLAND REVENUES- Let me know whatever you have. A. B. Moll, 
1240-72nd St., Brooklyn 28, N. Y. 

CANADIAN SLOGANS--covers .and 2 x 4's in exchange for anytb1ng or any 
year not listed. C. Garrett, Box 512, Cranbrook, B. C. 

BISON EXCHANGE & CORRESPONDENCE CLUB. Organized 1932. Dues 
$1.00 a year. :\fembers in all pal'ts of the World, including Malta, Cyprus. 
Uganda, etc. Time .will prove your collection will gt·ow fast with this inter
national exchange and by mutua l agreement with its foreign partners, secure 
New Issues, 1st Day Covers, etc., at face. Swap used duplicates. Application 
form from Pennsylvania State Manager. Charles Cowell, B-E·C 4720j 1, Sum
medale Avenue, Philadelphia 24, Penn . 

JARRETT 1929 HANDBOOK In good condition. F irst check for $18.00 takes it. 
Harry W. Lussey, 187 Voorhis Ave., River Edge Manor, N. J. 

WANTED--canadian used blocks-All i ssues. Either send stamps or descrip
tion together with your price. H . W. Lussey, 137 Voorhis Ave., R iver Edge 
Manor, N.J. 

WOULD YOU SPEND lc ? 
W oulct you spenct l c to tell a collector you're having an aucUon sale? 
Wc>ulct you spend, l c to tell a collector you've got stamps to sell? 
Woul-d you spen4 l c to tell a collector you want t9 ·buy stamps? 

THAT'S ALL 
it would cost you for printing, adliressing, mailing ana clelivcring any message to him 

;w·ith your half page ad in BNA TOPICS 

·=· ·:· 
Mention " TOPICS" When Answering an Ad 
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When you are buying in auction you want the best service with the 
least trouble. Our many satisfied clients in North America will tell 
you that the Robson Lowe Service is the service that concentrates on 

SATISFACTION TO THE BUYER AND THE SELLER 

Our Postal Bid System enables you to mail or cable y0ur bids and, 
without hesitation, leave the rest to us. 

The scope of our auctions. At 50 Pall Mall are held the most com~ 
prehensive series of specializ·ed auctions in the world, comprising: 

SPECIALIZED STAMP SALES-in which only one country or group of 
countries is offered in each sale. 

PosTAL HISTORY AucTIONS....-which offer all items of historical inter~ 
est. Letters and covers of all periods, handstruck stamps, 
postal notices, and all those branches of this interesting 
study for the advanced collector and the student. 

GENERAL SALES....-in which are collections, mixed lots and single 
stamps and which cater for every collector. 

Descriptions: The accuracy and detail of our descriptions has set 
a hitherto unequalled standard. Against each lot is printed our 
estimate of a fair price for a collector to pay. Although individual 
realizations vary considerably from our estimated figure. on $10.000 
of material the realization is usually within three or four per-cent. 

CAN WE HELP YOU? 
Write with Details of' Your Interests and We Will Send 

Sample Catalogues. 

50 Pall Mall. London, S.W,I., England 

Telephone Abbey 4034 
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m ~ 

m GREGORY MOZIAN 1 
~ WILL SELL w. 

I AT PUBLIC AUCTION I 
* * * ~ I B N A, AIRMAILS, U.S. and FOREIGN ~ 

= SEPTEMBER 12, 13 and 14th 
AT .. 

: T~E ROYAL YORK I-IOTEL, IpRONTO l: 
B t st: SESSION -- THURSDAY, SEPT. 12t:h, · 1:3o P. M. ~ 
i.f, THE CHIEF JUSTICE HARVEY COLLECTION OF AIRMAILS ~ 
~ OF THE WORLD. ALSO FOREIGN ~ .. * ~ ~ 
S. 2nd SESSION -- THURSDAY, SEPT. r2t:h, 7:30 P. M. ~ 
~ BRITISH COLUMBIA, NEW BRUNSWICK, NOVA SCOTIA, !i! 
~ PRlNCE EDWARD ISLAND, BRITISH EMPIRE lll 
m * w * ~ 3rd SESSION -- FRIDAY, SEPT. 13t:h, 1:30 P. M . ~ 
:.·: UNITED STATES, NEWFOUNDLAND, CANADA REVENUES ~-: 

; 4t:h SESSION -- F R I DAY, sEpT. I 3 t: h I 1:30 P. M . . I CANADA-<NINETEENTH CENTURY :. 

J, 5t:h SESSION -- SATURDAY, SEPT. 14t:h, 1:30 P. M . I 
it! CANADA- 1899 TO DATE. ALSO .BOOKLETS AND PANES I 
~ AND POSTAL STATIONERY , :. 

~-· ~. ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE FREE ON REQUEST ~ .. : 
= Over 2000 Lots m 
* m ~ LIST OF PRICES R.EALIZED-$1.00 ~ 

I SISSONS & WEGG I 
I
. 1 5 Richmond St., East · ~ 

TORONTO, CANADA ~ 
~ AUCTIONS, APPRAISALS, PHILATELIC COMMISSIONS * 

~ EXECUTED ~ 
~ ~ 
IXHMa~E~t!w.liiW.W.W.W.li!W.W.:t:w.mmw.l$:w.w.w.w.llll$tW.W.W.W.W.if.lllif.lt!if.lll*lf.mw.mm*'l!w.w.w.mw.w.w.w.~ 


