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Newfoundland - The Postage Stamps of 1897
A tale of two secretaries
The Cabot and Royal Issues

by ROBERT H. PRATT

PART TWO

There was no mention of the 1 cent. Its
color was a brilliant RED, not a U.P.U.
specification. During the investigation of
the Post Office in 1900 the Postmaster Gen-
eral commented on the mysterious disap-
pearance of the RED 1 cent stamps. The
unusual color must have attracted attention
to the stamps and increased their sale,
400,000 stamps could not slip away so
easily. As we have seen, the 2 cent stamps
were ‘off’ color too, they should have been
red but turned out yellowish-orange. The
earliest date I have seen of the 1 cent and
2 cent stamps on cover is December 4th,
and this must be the ‘first day of issue’.
The Evening Telegraph of December 6th,
1897 carried the following exclamation in
its ‘ECHOS & EVENTS' column.

“The postal Officials were kept busy
Saturday (Dec. 4) rushing out the new
issue of 1 and 2 cent stamps. Several
hundred dollars worth were disposed
of for the ‘PORTIA’S’ mail, while not
a few were purchased up to closing
time to send by the ‘BRUCE'S’ mail
this morning. This could be quite a
source of revenue to the Colony.”

The “PORTIA” sailed the afternoon of
December 4th for New York and the
“BRUCE” was to leave Placentia on the 6th
for North Sydney. Advertisements in the
daily papers stated that Late Letters for the
“BRUCE” could be posted at the General
Post Office up to 4:00 AM. on Mondays
(the 6th) and Thursdays to make the 5:00
AM. departure of the “Special” to Pla-
centia. Some enthusiasts must have stayed
up all night! The Daily News confirmed
this excitement on December 6th.

STAMP NOTES

“We learn the four cent Newfound-
land stamp (Cabot) is in great demand
in the Old Country.

“Surcharged 3 cent Newfoundland

stamps are being bought up at $12.00
per hundred in the city.

“A craze for the last issue of stamps
has made itself apparent and in all like-
lihood there will be another run on the
G.P.O. (is this how the RED 1 cent
evaporated?)

“It is said that between two and three
thousand of the new 1 and 2 cent
stamps were disposed of on Saturday.

“The two cent stamp of the last issue
is said to be the prettiest we have ever
had in Newfoundland.”

Fraser had resorted to a specially pre-
pared Post Card to assist him in selling the
excess stamps and sets in his office to col-
lectors who wrote in requesting information
on availability of stamps. The Secretary’s
office took note of it and Robinson dis-
patched the following letter to the PMG
on February 18th, 1898,

“Sir:

“An advertising card, apparently is-
sued under your direction, has come
to my notice. I beg to remind you that
the sale of stamps for other than postal
purposes is not the province of, but
only incidental to your department,
and the Government are not ambitious
to place themselves in rivalry with
stamp dealers. Already the reputation
of the Colony is suffering from specu-
lation in stamps and silver, and the in-
evitable results are being experienced.

I have to request that you will im-

mediately withdraw these cards from

circulation, and for the credit of the

Colony, I can only hope that they have

not already received a circulation

abroad.

“Pardon me for reminding you that
the Post Office was established for the
convenience of the people, and not as
a stamp speculating concern, nor as
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an emporium for the sale of pictures.
“J. Alex Robinson”

The cards did go abroad as several in
collections attest. This was the first dis-
paraging remark made about Bond's Cabot
issue and illustrates Robinson’s liking for
orthodox stamps bearing the likeness of the
Royal Family. We shall hear more from
him on this subject and the multiplicity of
issues later on. We shall also see how, as
time progressed, he seems to have become
equivocal in his demands. The next order
was an interesting one. Written March 25th,
1898, it said:

“You will please forward as early as
possible one million one cent stamps
and five hundred thousand two cent
stamps from the dies prepared for this
Colony and at present in your posses-
sion. Our stock of ones will be ex-
hausted in about six weeks, and it is
therefore imperative that there should
be no delay.

“I should be pleased if, in connec-
tion with the present series of medal-
lion stamps you would forward a de-
sign on similar lines for a half-cent
stamp with the portrait of the infant
heir of the Duke of York.

“signed: Robinson

“10,000 sheets 1 cent stamps

5,000 sheets 2 cent stamps.”

Notice that there is no mention of the
error of color in the 1 and 2 cent stamps.
It would seem plausible that some com-
ment should have directed a change to
green and red. This must have been taken
care of verbally, or the Bank Note Co.
(which was certainly aware of U.P.U. re-
quirements: 1 cent, GREEN; 2 cent, RED:
3 cent, BLUE; 4 cent, BROWN) realized
its mistake. The stamps which arrived on
the “PORTIA”, Sunday, May 8th, were
pale green and vermilion in color. The
Company had complied speedily, as a letter
to them on May 9th confirms.

“I have the honor to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 29th
ultimo, enclosing an account for
$539.79. The 1 and 2 cent stamps ar-
rived by the ‘PORTIA’, but have not
yet been opened. I shall be obliged if
you will, as quickly as possible, for-
ward the 3’s and 5's which we shall
require almost immediately.

“The amount of your account will
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be paid in a few days.
“{Robinson)”

This is the first mention of these new
values. The stamps must have been prepared
beforehand, as the answer was most prompt.
Robinson acknowledged receipt of a letter
of the 19th, enclosing a proof of the half-
cent stamp, on May 27th. He accepted the
design by ordering a printing of 10,000
sheets (1,000,000 stamps). The letter noted
that the 3 and 5 cent stamps had been
shipped on the “ROUMANIAN” and would
arrive soon. Shipping Notices related that
the “ROUMANIAN?, although delayed by
fog, departed for Glasgow on the 27th.
As will be seen later, this establishes the
basis for the mysterious appearance of the
5 cents Royal in 1899. It took a long time
to remit for these stamps. The draft was
not sent to New York until August 6th.
It paid for both dies and for the stamps.

Robinson’s clean up operation began in
early 1898 with instructions to the British
American Bank Note Company to destroy
the dies and plates in their possession. The
following Notice indicates the success of
that desire.

“Ottawa, May 27th, 1898.”

“I hereby certify that I was present
with the Auditor General of New-
foundland (Mr. Berteau) and did see
the following plates of Newfoundland

Postage Stamps destroyed this day: One

plate, %2 cent postage; one plate, one

cent postage; two plates, 3 cent post-
age; one plate, 5 cent postage; one
plate, 10 cent postage.
“G. B. Burland
“President, British American Bank
Note Co., Ottawa.
“F. C. Bertean

The intercourse between Fraser and
Robinson was uneventful until November
24th, 1898. Evidently some conversation
had developed about the release of the 5
cent stamp. Robinson replied to a letter
from Fraser of the 23rd as follows:

‘lsir.
“In reply to your letter of the 23rd.
I can only repeat what was previously
decided upon, that no new stamps are
to be issued until the old issue is ex-
hausted. When the old five cents are
out the new five cents should come into
circulation, but not before. Our Postal
speculations have become a by-word



already, and it will be a very serious
thing if we attempt any more double
issues. I shall be very pleased to hear
of a recommendation from you to de-
stroy all the remainders at present in
the office, so that we may place the
whole stamp system on a sound basis.

“I note what you say relative to the
issue of a new stamp in commemora-
tion of PENNY POSTAGE, and will
lay the matter before the Council. Per-
sonally I very much disapprove of the
idea. I consider that the Colony has
gone so far in this sort of thing as to
be past losing its reputation amongst
philatelists.”

Canada however responded with its multi-
colored MAP stamp showing the British
Empire, issued December 7th, 1898 for the
rates which became effective on the 25th.
Fraser’s retort is unknown. However it can
be inferred that some reference to the
Cabot series was made. It should be rea-
lized that when Robinson was Editor of the
Daily News and was shown an advance
copy of the presentation card for that issue
on June 18th, 1897, he congratulated (as
designer and instigator of the stamps) the
then Colonial Secretary the Hon. Robert
Bond “for their very tasty, creditable and
pleasing appearance”. Read what follows:

“Sir,

“Your letter of the 28th, it is hardly
necessary for me to say, entirely mis-
interprets a remark made in a recent
letter. I did not refer to the CABOT
stamps, but I did emphatically refer to
the number of remainders at present in
the Post Office. Newfoundland is, I
presume, the only country in the world
which can boast of three sets of 3 cent
stamps on sale at the same time.

“I observe what you remark as to
the interests of the public being sac-
rificed, and am entirely in accord with
you. At the same time I would remind
you that there are 3,000,000 stamp col-
lectors in the world from whom we
can make a very legitimate revenue, so
long as we do not permit the Colonial
Post Office to be transformed into a
picture shop.”

Shades of February 18th, 1898 — the
thought is familiar, however something
seems to have changed. On December 7th
the American Bank Note Company was ad-
vised to print and forward to the Post-

master General at St. John's 5,000 sheets of
3 cent stamps. The design and color
were to be the same as the last order (9
May) viz:i—"Princess of Wales and Orange
(not BLUE?) respectively.” Receipt of this
order was not acknowledged until February
28th, 1899. Question —if there were so
many other issue 3 cent stamps available,
why were these ordered?

In late December Robinson requested
Fraser to send him samples of the stamps
for which the American Bank Note Com-
pany still retained the dies and plates. He
was evidently sincere in his desire to clean
up the mess. The day before Christmas he
wrote the Company:

“Sirs,

“From the Postmaster General of
the Colony I learn that the following
Dies are held by your Company all
of which are, or will become obsolete
at an early date.

“They are the Dies of our old issue
of 1,2, 3,5, 6,10, 12, 13 and 24 cent
Stamps. The Twos, Fives, Tens,
Twelves, Thirteens and Twenty-fours
were issued first in 1865, and the Ones
in 1868.: the Threes and Sixes in
1870, and the Ones, Twos, Threes and
Fives were issued in 1876, but may
have been printed from the old Dies.

“I am desirous of having these Dies
destroyed immediately, as I am anxious
to place the Postal affairs of the Col-
ony on a satisfactory basis. (***) The
Royal series commenced by you, and
which has gone up as far as the 5
cents, is giving entire satisfaction. (**%*)
Previous issues we wish to have not
merely withheld but the Dies destroyed.

“I shall be obliged if you will have
their destruction immediately under-
taken in the presence of witnesses, and
I am writing to Messrs. Bowring and
Archibald, of No. 18, Broadway, New
York, requesting them to act on behalf
of the Colony.

“Will you be so good as to com-
municate with them.”

This caused the destruction of the Dies
and Plates early in 1899, however it did not
relieve the overage of stamps in the Post
Office till. The 5 cent stamp, was acknowl-
edged, but was still unissued. Funnily
enough Robinson autographed a large die
proof of that stamp on February 19th,
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1899 certifying it as the “Original Die”.
Other authors have stated that the stamp
finally saw use in June of that year, how-
ever vertification has not been made.

“The Daily News — March 13, 1899
“POST OFFICE NOTICE

“In accordance with instructions from
the Government of Newfoundland the
following Plates, Dies and Rolls used
in the preparation of Postage Stamps
for Newfoundland were destroyed at
New York on the 16th January 1899
in the presence of Charles W. Bowring,
Esq. and of T. H. Freeland Esq., Sec-
retary and Manager of the American
Bank Note Company: One Plate each
1e, 1e, 26, 3¢, 5S¢, 60¢, 106, 12¢ 330,
and 24c.

“Original Dies of above stamps, 5
Rolls, containing the same, which com-
prises the whole of the Dies and Rolls
engraved by the Company named for
Newfoundland, excepting only those of
the current issue of Postage stamps,
that is to say — 4, 1, 2, 3, and 5 cents
issue of 1897-98,

“By order of J. O. Fraser
“POST OFFICE
February 24th, 1899”

It is not strange that two lc plates were
destroyed. The National and American
Bank Note Company’s consolidated on Jan.
31st, 1879 and the surviving American now
had both plates. During mid-April a stamp
dealer from Halifax, J. Foster Rood, ran
many newspaper ads offering to purchase
used Royal stamps. The 5 cent value was
not listed. The RED 1 cent would bring
2 cents each, the yellow 2 cent at 1 cent
each, and the rest at prices from 40 cents to
75 cents per hundred. At this time then,
the 5 cent stamp was still not available. I
have not seen an actual cover with stamps
used until August 15th, when a letter was
sent by a stamp company, owned in part
by the chief clerk and accountant of the
Post Office, to a known collector of first
day covers. There were still other 5 cent
stamps available.

The clean up operation dallied until
November. The Governor and Council had
not given their consent toward disposing of
the remainders until then. A series of letters
ilustrates the course of the project. Fraser
by this time seems to have become some-
what timid. On November 6th he was
advised:
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“8ir;

“I have the honor to enclose here-
with certified copy of a Minute of
Council, approved by His Excellency
the Governor on the 4th day of No-
vember. I am also to request that you
will cause a Public Notice to this effect
to be issued in tomorrow’s Royal
Gazette, and at least once a week in
the “Daily News” and the “Evening
Herald.”

“I am also to say that after the pub-
lication of the notice all restrictions on
the sale of postage stamps are to be
removed.

“The last three paragraphs of the
Minute commencing ‘The Postmaster
General shall be instructed, ete.’ have,
of course, nothing to do with the
Public Notice. You can couch your
notice in words which seem most fit-
ting to yourself. It will not be neces-
sary to say anything about the ‘Royal’
series following the ‘Cabot’ series as
the latter becomes exhausted. Just a
bare statement of the destruction of all
obsolete stamps, and an enumeration
of those stamps which will alone be
for sale on and after the 2nd day of
January, is all that is required.

This was followed by Fraser’s Notice in
the papers of the T7th.

“PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

“Notice is hereby given that on the
2nd day of January, 1900, all obsolete
postage stamps will be destroyed and
after that date the only stamps that
will be on sale by the Postal Depart-
ment will be the %2, 1, 2, 3, 5 cent of
the Royal Issue and the 4, 6, 8, 10, 12,
15, 30, 35, and 60 cent of the Cabot
issue.

“J. O. Fraser”

Fraser sent a proof of his next announce-
ment to Robinson before it was to be pub-
ished on November 8th:

“GENERAL POST OFFICE
St. John’s Newfoundland
November 8th, 1899,

“Dear sir,

“It has been ordered that on the 2nd
of January next, the remainder of all
stamps issued before 1897, and com-
prising ¥4 cent, 1 cent, 2 cents, 3 cents,
5 cents, 6 cents, 10 cents, 12 cents, and



24 cents, shall be destroyed: meantime
these stamps are for sale without re-
striction.

“It is further ordered that 1 cent, 2
cents, 3 cents and 5 cents of the Cabot
Series will be disposed of only in full
sets until the 26th of December next,
when all restrictions respecting the sale
thereof will be removed, and the re-
mainder, if any, of the 1 cent, 2 cents,

3 cents, and 5 cents Cabot stamps, will

also be destroyed on the 2nd January

next.

“I. C. Fraser."

Now Robinson became detailed. This
series of letters to the PMG while it seems
to delegate authority, also strictly super-
vises. Perhaps the explanation lies in the
fact that Robinson had a Doctorate de-

gree.
“19 December 1900
“Sir,

“Referring to your letter of the 18th,
respecting the sale and destruction of
obsolete stamps.

“(1) Kindly carry out the terms of
the Minute as rigidly as possible, vizi—
Free sale after the 26th: destruction on
the 2nd.

“(2nd) As regards free sale, that
must be arranged entirely as justice and
the fitness of things dictate to you.
I have confidence in your judgment,
and have no intention whatever of in-
terfering directly or indirectly.”

“26 December 1899
“Sir.

“Referring to my letter of December
19th, the instructions thereunder are
sufficiently clear to guide you in regard
to the sale of the stamps.

“The Postmaster General is beyond
question the person who is or should
be acquainted with such methods as
should be adopted with regard to this
sale which would be satisfactory to the
public and in the interests of the De-
partment.

29 December 1899
“Sir,

“The destruction of obsolete stamps
will not take place until Wednesday.
Be so good as to have the stamps care-
fully packed and under the care of
reliable officials removed to the Press

commence defacing and numbering
the various sheets, and when defaced
they will be done up into bundles,
sealed, and all ready for return to the
Post Office for destruction on the fol-
lowing day. You will oblige by for-
warding to Mr. Wills a sheet of stamps,
of any denomination, defacing it first,
in order that he may prepare the bed
of the press and the size of the form
for defacing purposes. This sheet will
be counted in as the first when deface-
ment takes place. Perhaps the simpler
way would be to send him up a sheet
of paper the exact size of a sheet of
postage stamps, and then defacement
would be unnecessary. It is desirable
that you make such arrangements at
the Post Office as will enable you to be
present throughout the entire pro-
ceedings.”
“S January 1900

Sir,

“Referring to your letter of January
4th, in which you intimate that there
was a clerical error of 8,944 5-cent
stamps, permit me to say that the dis-
crepancy to which you refer came to
my notice about 48 hours ago. The
Stock Sheet which I hold in my pos-
session is signed by yourself, the Ac-
countant Mr. G. W. LeMessurier, Mr.
A. E. Payne, and Mr. Wm. Campbell.
That an error of this size could have
crept in without being detected by you
for over six months, and that re-
sponsible officials should certify as cor-
rect what is palatably not correct, does
not —to put the most favorable con-
struction upon it —reflect creditably
upon the organization of the Depart-
ment or on the ability of its officers.
This, I may observe, is I fear, not the
only discrepancy in the list. I do not
quite understand how it is possible f(_)r
a larger number of stamps to be in
stock on June 30th, 1899 than there
were some months previously, when no
new importations were made, and the
stamps could not have been returned
from the outport offices. That however,
is a matter which may be discussed
later on. The loose manner in which
officials of your Department sign their
name to documents calls for censure
if not immediate inguiry.

Room of the Royal Gazette before 10 The Royal Gazette published the fol-
o'clock. At 10 o'clock the press will lowing:
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PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

St. John's, Newfoundland

4th January 1900

We hereby certify that we were present on Wednesday the 3rd inst. at the Royal

Gazette Office, and did see the following obsolete stamps first defaced by the printing
press, and afterwards destroyed by fire:

Number Denomination Face Value
AT ETVOIRIRE ... .. vov sy esiniodin 2 cent; Ak vEisinal e, Ay $ 99434
40,638, slate Sastmiarmese | 3 0ENE, qUSH 1,219.14

108D BIIR ... oo sirsion 3 CBNE, 5681 5,228.45
34,422, deep pmk .......... i 6 cent, queen 2,065.32
N2O00: DIRBE & i 10 cent, ship 9,292.60
27,162. TR e S S e O 24 cent, queen 6,518.88
69,653, palebrown ...................... 12 cent, eens o vl skt i 8,358.36

2,658, (Cabot Issue) ..... <ei.r. 3 cent, Bonavista Cape ... 79.74
13,342, (CabotIssue) .................... Scent, Mining .........c..ccoociiiiiinns 567.10

34,327.93
ARTHUR MEWS,
Deputy Colonial Secretary
GEORGE COEN,
Deputy MinisterFinance

GEO. W. LeMESSURIER,
Acct. General Post Office
E. DEVEREUX,
Post Office Inspector

WILLIAM CAMPBELL,
Stamp Clerk, G.P. Office

We hereby certify that we were present at intervals on Wednesday the 3rd inst., at
the Royal Gazette Office during the defacing of the Postage Stamps enumerated in above
certificate; and that on Thursday the 4th inst., we were present and did see the aforesaid
stamps destroyed by fire at the General Post Office.

J. ALEX, ROBINSON,
Colonial Secretary

J. A. McLEOD,
Manager, Bank of Nova Scotia

F. C. BERTEAU,
Comptroller and Auditor General

Volume IX, The London Philatelist, of March 1900, Page 75, contained the following
information, which is most interesting.

Stock Destroyed  Sold
Nov. 30, 1899 Jan, 4, 1900 Interim

1c, pale yellow-green, A17 ... e 30 64,000 None 64,000
2c, orange, Type A19 ..o 74,000 49,717 24,283
3¢, Type A23 (lilac Shades) ... .. 51,000 40,638 10,332

- (B8 E TR L ALt L ... 109,000 104,569 4,431
6c, deep pink, 1890 (?7) .. 42,000 34,422 7,578
10c, black, 1887 . 96,000 92,966 3,034
12¢, puce brown, 1890 {??) o 13,000 69,653 3,347
A0 blus OB s e e 29,000 27,162 1,838
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The Daily News, for some unknown rea-
son, began to champion the Postmaster
General while the destruction was under-
way. Their lengthy editorial series, which
began on December 30th, and lasted until
January 5th, 1900 clarifies some of the
statements in Robinson’s letters of Decem-
ber 19th and 26th. The Evening Telegram
happily welcomed the News to its side of
the fence. The initial Editorial, verbose
though it may be, is related here because it
appeared in the paper where Robinson once
was the proprietor.

Daily News, Saturday, December 30th,
1899.

ALL ABOUT STAMPS

“We are informed that the Herald's
statement of alleged ‘facts’ published
under the above title, is very erroneous
and misleading. The truth about the
matter referred to is as follows: All
obsolete stamps were offered for sale,
by advertisement dated November 7th
last, and immediately upon the pub-
lication of the first copy of the Gazette
Mr. E. W. Pilot applied for $200 worth
of 1, 2, and 3 of the ‘Cabot’ issue, only
to find that Mr. J. H. Montgomery had
applied 20 minutes earlier for $1200
worth, more than the entire stock of
those particular kinds. The question
is, how did Mr. Montgomery know
they were to be put up for sale? Dis-
cussion arose, and thereupon a second
advertisement was published dated
November 8th last, offering the Cabot
stamps for sale in ‘sets’ only, until the
26th of December, when their sale
was to be unrestrained up to the 2nd
of January next, when the surplus is to
be destroyed by fire, thereby increas-
ing the value of all stamps held by
collectors. Consequently on Tuesday
morning last (Dec. 26th) there was a
run upon obsolete stamps, especially
the ‘Cabot’ issue, and the results, that
demand for the latter was very much
greater than the supply. It was then
announced that the application of Mr.
Montgomery, made before the pub-
lication of the advertisement dated
November 7th, would be regarded as
ranking before application made on
Tuesday last, and consequently that
Mr. Montgomery would get all the
ones and twos of the Cabot issue.

“Mr. Pilot thereupon took legal steps
to protect his right to the stamps, ap-
plied for by him in regular manner in
due course on Tuesday. He was acting
for himself alone, not for any other
person. The matter has not yet been
settled and may not be without trouble.
It smacks of an attempt to give one
man a monopoly. One other error of
the Herald requires correction.

“That Journal says: ‘ALL THE
CABOT STAMPS to be destroyed
have been applied for five times over.’
Those applied for will be sold to specu-
lators while those unapplied for will
be burned, thereby increasing the value
of the stock held by speculators, and
destroying thousands of dollars worth
of stamps that the Colony might other-
wise sell. The whole scheme is an out-
rage—a job in the interest of col-
lectors, though put up probably with-
out any such intention on the part of
the Government, but with that result
nevertheless, It must also be remem-
bered that beside the ‘Cabot’ stamps,
there are thousands of dollars worth
of other issues to be destroyed. It may
not be amiss to say that the stamps to
be burned would net Ten Thousand
dollars if sold by the Post Office, and
that this vast sum is to be sacrificed to
the folly and obstinacy of the COLON-
IAL SECRETARY. For the Postmaster
General has been ignored and over-
ruled in the whole matter and treated
without respect for his age, experi-
ence or service. The members of the
Governor’s Council did not concur
with the success of the proposal, if their
outside talk can be relied on, but in-
side the Council are as mute as mice
and meek as Moses in the presence of
their Master the Colonial Secretary.
The greater the consideration given to
the reasons afforded on behalf of the
Government for the intended destruc-
tion, the more absurd and insufficient
they seem. To say ‘we cannot audit
them, therefore destroy them’ is worse
than childish folly. There are reasons
for exercising care and vigilance but
NOT warranting destruction, and we
say again the proposed burning can
only benefit speculators and can only
be for that purpose. If the course now
proposed be adopted several acute deal-
ers, friends of the Government and
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otherwise, will make their “Pile” and
a number of private collections of
stamps will be doubled in value, but
the Public Treasury will lose thousands
of dollars. The whole matter demands
investigation in the Assembly when it
meets, and doubtless will receive it.

Daily News, Tuesday, Jan. 2nd, 1900

“POSTMASTER GENERAL
OVERRULED

“The editorial on this day carried on
in the same vein however siressing the
fact that the poor Postmaster General
was constantly overruled, ignored and
otherwise belittled by the dominant
Colonial Secretary.”

To be continued

MINT CANADA
PRE-WAR

Specializing in
ADMIRALS
and

19th CENTURY COVERS

LESLIE GRAY
2250 CHANCERY LANE
OAKVILLE, ONTARIO
L&) 6A3
BNAPS - CSDA - RPSC

QUALITY NEWFOUNDLAND
All items are NH VF

Scott#  Price Scott # Price
20 $35.00 168  $15.00
23 35.00 175 5.50
61 3.00 183 4.00
62 4.00 187 2.00
78 9.00 188 7.00
80 6.00 189 1.50
81 5.50 192 12.00

115 2.25 208 2.50
148 3.50 211 14.00
160 5.50 249 1.00
165 4.00 250 1.00
167 5.50 251 1.00

Blocks are available at 4 times single

WALSH’S PHILATELIC SERVICE
8 GUY STREET - ST. JOHN'S
NEWFOUNDLAND, CANADA A1B 1P5
(709) 722-3476

CANADIAN COVERS
WANTED

Ontario towns, Squared Circles, Western,
RPO’s, Military, Flags, cards, rates, efc.
(also better cancels on stamp). Individual
pieces, accumulations, collections and larger
lots wanted. Have same to offer.
SQUARED CIRCLE EXCHANGE AND

CORRESPONDENCE INVITED

GRAHAM J. NOBLE
P.O. BOX 80
KINGSTON, ONTARIO

BNAPS - CPSGB - RPSC - APS - PHSC
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HARMERS

‘ International

BON MARCHE

The following are a few of the fabulous prices obtained at the Specializd
British North America auction held on October 28th at Harmers' New

York Gallery:
Cat. Value  Realization

CANADA .
1851 Beaver 3p red on Laid Paper, used .................. $ 550.00 $1400.00
Prince Albert 6p grayish purple on Laid Paper, used ........ 700.00 1800.00

BP. ON COVBT . i et A i eI s a AP E M ek owta ey s 700.004  3750.00
1852-55 Wove Paper Beaver 3p deep red, used ............ 165.00 475.00
3p, the Major Re-entry (47L1), extremely fme .............. 165.004- 950.00
3p, vert. pair, upper pane Re-entry, used .................. 330.004 1250.00
3p, on Thick Hard Wove Paper, superb ................... 165.00 1150.00
R e T T TR T Ol R e S s 275.00 1150.00
SR ORI PRDY.: UROAN . i orsivs o svwamotmn e ne b s 165.00 340.00
Prince Albert 6p slate gray, lightly cancelled .............. 600.00 1600.00
6p greenish gray, very lightly cancelled ................... 600.00 1550.00
1857 Queen Victoria Ya2p rose, used ................... ... 350.00 1450.00
1857 7V2p green, lightly cancelled ....................... 1500.00 2100.00
1868-76 Large Queen 5c olive green, small part og. ........ 500.00 1000.00
1897 Jubilee Issue 6¢c yellow brown n.h. .................. 150.00 450.00
R T [T VAo o TR oy 5 e il P | e T 1450.00 2100.00
S DUEDIS, N L e e AT N e vk ey e 1600.00 5000.00
S5 0lve greem; 0.0 <t i bl i i v s e e e 1600.00 3000.00
6c yellow brown, block of four, n.h. ........... ... ...t 600.00 1500.00
10c brown violet, top Plate block of ten, n.h. ............... 750.004  2700.00
The complete set on pieces with Jul 19 1897 and Flag cancels,

dagpite minor Tauls i iR i e 4619.25 6250.00
B puUrpDie CBet Tl e e B e i L 2 i 950.00 1600.00
1c orange, used on cover to Mexico ............covvuinunn 475,00
2c green, used on cover to Budapest, Hungary ............. 360.00
6c yellow brown, on cover used locally ................... 151,75+ 5§50.00
8¢ dark violet, used on envelope Registered to Bremen,

T T R R RS T P S e e e e BRI e S S B 57.004+  1050.00
15¢ steel blue, on cover to Bremen, Germany ............. 210.004+  1000.00

1949-50 Ovptd. “0.H.M.S.” 50c dark blue green, block of four 1200.00 1600.00
NEW BRUNSWICK

1851 Imperf 1sh bright red violet, used .................... 2500.00 4500.00
NOVA SCOTIA

1851 Imperf3pblue,used ..o i 100.00 260.00
6p yellow green, horiz. strip of four, on cover to New York .. 1400.00 10000.00
6p, right diagonal bisect on cover ........................ 1800.00 5000.00

The best prices on the market are obtained at auction and Harmers are
recognized internationally as the leading Stamp Auctioneers. Contact us If
you wish to dispose of your collection.

MINIMUM MARKET VALUE $1,000!

HARMERS of New York Inc.

6 WEST 48TH STREET, NY 10036
Telephone: (212) 7574460 (3 lines) Cable: Harmersale, New York
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THE CENTENNIAL DEFINITIVES
STUDY GROUP

Booklets of the Centennial Issue
by DOUGLAS IRWIN

The booklets of the Centennial defini-
tives have been found to contain many in-
teresting varieties and errors. While there
are catalogues available which have a good
list of the basic booklets of this issue, many
of the errors and varieties are not listed or
described and those that are, appear in
many different catalogues, price lists and
reference material. This article will attempt
to give a relatively complete listing of
varieties and errors in Centennial booklets,
as found by the Centennial definitives study
group.

CS Bk 54, 25c booklet containing one
pane of 5xlc <+ one pane of 5xdc -+
labels, issued February 1967.

The 4c stamps in this booklet have been
reported! to come in regular and fluorescent
red ink. It is our opinion that there is no
fluorescent ink in this booklet issue. The
4c stamps are printed (in the same ink) on
a cream coloured paper under UV light and
on a rather dark grey paper under UV light.
It is this latter, darker paper which makes
the ink appear darker red and to some
people fluorescent red.

A variety with the above centennial cover
but containing one pane of 5xlc Cameo
and one pane 5x4c Cameo Queens was
listed in some catalogues.2 We have never
seen a copy of this variety and wonder if
it does exist? If anyone has a copy, we
would certainly like to hear about it.

The 25¢ booklet with the proper Centen-
nial stamps inside can be found with the
wax paper interleaf between the panes
missing.

As all Centennial definitive booklet panes
seem to exist on a variety of fluorescent
grade papers under UV light, we will not
mention this under all individual booklet
listings.

CS Bk 55, 25c booklet containing one
pane of 5 x Sc + label, issued March 1967,

A variety definitely occurs with a blue
centennial cover but containing a pane of
5x5c blue cameo definitives. Legitimate
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intact copies of this variety have a rubber
gum seal along the stapled edge of the
booklet (left edge) providing a quick and
easy method of distinguishing between a
real and faked copy (as the seal must be
broken to remove a pane from the booklet).

CS Bk 56, 25c booklet containing one
pane of 5x1c + 5x4c se tenant.

This marked the start of the British
American Bank Note Company printed
booklets. A new feature to appear on these
booklets is an oblong mark (in the same
colour ink as the cover) across the fold of
every fiftieth booklet (referred to as count-
ing marks for the remainder of the article).

CS Bk 57, $1 booklet containing one
pane of 25x4c stamps.

No significant varieties other than the
counting mark on every fiftieth booklet.

CS Bk 58, $1 booklet containing one
pane of 20 x 5c stamps.

Overinking of the printing plate resulted
in a variety commonly referred to as the
“inlet variety”, which takes the form of a
blue line extending into the left margin
about midway along the left edge of the
stamp. Overinking is also evident along
the shoulder strap on the Queen. The ex-
tent and locations of the stamps showing
signs of overinking vary throughout the
pane. Booklets with this overinking are al-
most as common as booklets inked prop-
erly. Counting marks can be found on the
overinked booklets.

Some booklets have been found with a
break in the necklace of the Queen, prob-
ably resulting from a foreign particle on
the printing plate temporarily interfering
with the inking. This variety occurs on the
third stamp down the right column of the
pane.

The amount of selvedge above the pane
(attached to the cover) seems to vary
slightly. In some instances, where the panes
have a large selvedge, traces of the top of
six numbers (inverted with respect to the
stamps) can be seen along the top edge of



the selvedge in black ink. There appears to
be at least two different sets of six num-
bers, but we have not seen copies where
more than one-quarter of the number is
showing, and hence we are unable to dis-
tinguish between a 2 and a 3 or an 8, 9 and
0. We would appreciate hearing from any-
one who has a copy of this variety where
the actual numbers can be identified.

CS Bk 59, 25¢ booklet containing one
pane of 1xlc -+ 4x6c orange + label.

The majority of these booklet panes are
printed in a non-fluorescent ink on a non-
fluorescent paper (slight differences in paper
colour under UV light are evident).

Some booklets can be found printed with
a fluorescent orange ink. It is our opinion
that there is only one shade of fluorescent
ink. Since the paper colour varies from a
cream to a dark grey under UV light, there
appears to be different shades of fluorescent
ink. The resultant shade of orange on white
paper will be orange whereas the resultant
shade of orange on grey paper will be more
reddish than orange. Thus we feel that only
one shade of fluorescent ink (orange) was
used but on different coloured papers.

Some panes of these booklets were
printed in non-fluorescent ink on strong
white fluorescent paper (hibrite). Counting
marks can be found on all three of the
above varieties.

A fourth and rather scarce variety is
shown in the photo. This booklet may have
been used by Postal authorities to test
postal machines. The cover has been
stamped CANCELLED in black ink and
the stamp pane inside has likewise been
stamped CANCELLED in black. The pane
has been cut off between the two rows of
6¢c orange stamps above the horizontal
perforations (the reason is a mystery to us).
The paper and ink are non-fluorescent.

CS Bk 60, $1.50 booklet containing one
pane of 25 x 6¢c orange stamps + label.

The panes of this booklet can be found
on slightly different grades of fluorescent
paper under UV light, some having fluores-
cent specks throughout the paper. Partial
offsets on the gum have been found.

1. Canada The 1967-1973 Definitive Issue
by Keane and Hughes, page 49.

2. Canada Specialized Catalogue, 1978,
page 109 and Canada 1980 Booklet Cata-
logue by de Rooy & Hali, page 24.

To be continued

MAIL AUCTIONS

EVERY TWO MONTHS
* CANADA AND PROVINCES
* UMNITED STATES
%* BR. COMMONWEALTH
% FOREIGN
% LARGE LOTS

Subscriptions $7.00 per year
Write today for our next sale
VANCE AUCTIONS LTD.

Box 267H - Smithville, Ontario, Canada
LOR 2A0

SPECIALIZED CANADA
With strength in Canadian Cancels

GREENWOOD STAMP CO.
TEL. 1.613/257-5453
216 MAILEY DR.
CARLETON PLACE, ONT. K7C 3X9
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ANNOUNCING A MAJOR
PHILATELIC EVENT - June 11, 1981

A PUBLIC AUCTION

12d Black, possibly the finest copy in existence

These incredible stamps and many other classic Canada are
in the FIRST PUBLIC AUCTION from

Robert Laird Stamps Limited

Large Queens, Jubilees, Scroll issue téte-béche imperf blocks
of 12, U.S.A. and wholesale are also featured.

FOR A PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED CATALOG, CALL OR WRITE ME TODAY.
VIEWING WILL BEGIN JUNE 1

ROBERT LAIRD STAMPS LIMITED

Suite 310 — 20 Victoria Street
Toronto, Canada M5C 2N8 - Telephone (416) 362-4323
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WANTED IMMEDIATELY

All of the following items for an immediate cash settlement
at very generous prices:

1) Stamp collections of any country (especially internationals
and globals).

2) Postal history (covers) of the world pre-1900. Anything
and everything wanted in early Canada.

3) Large post card collections (pre-1925 vintage).

If you have anything described above please contact us im-
mediately or ship to our store registered mail. Larger lots
preferred please.

WE OFFER:

1) A very large retail store well stocked with BNA material.

2) Regular mail auctions.

3) Mail order and want list service for B.N.A., U.S. and G.B.
Stamps and Covers.

— PLEASE VISIT US SOON —

Ameri-Can Stamp Studio
6048 YONGE STREET
WILLOWDALE, ONTARIO M2M 3W5
TELEPHONE (416) 226-2622

HOURS: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Monday-Saturday

OWNER: SAM CASUCCIO
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Re-perfs fooled Experts - for a time

by IAN ROBERTSON
Kingston Whig-Standard, Kingston, Ontario

A Canadian stamp dealer found it diffi-
cult to believe that anyone could have the
effrontery to return so nonchalantly to the
scene of a crime.

But when Harold E. Conyers walked into
an Ontario shop this autumn — just over a
year after being convicted of fraud in one
of the strangest philatelic cases of recent
years — he remembered the words of a
letter written three days after his conviction.

“Hopefully,” Conyers wrote to the
dealer, “I will be able to send you some
authenticated ones at some future date.”

Conyers, a Montreal businessman, had
been a customer at the dealer’s shop. They
had established a feeling of trust. But in
1979, that dealer was one of several in On-
tario who fell victim to his fraud.

After being convicted of a Canadian
Criminal Code charge of defrauding stamp
dealers by reperforating expensive mint
stamps, Conyers was still corresponding
with his victims and acting as if nothing
serious had happened.

“I couldn't believe that letter,” the dealer
said. He never thought the ominous sugges-
tion made in the letter, for future deals,
would be followed by a visit to his store.
When Conyers walked in, the dealer was
“surprised all right. He indicated that he
had some material that he had sent away
for expertising. There was no mention of
the previous incident. He seemed to indi-
cate there was some problem with the
stamps.”

Conyers’ case was bizarre. In fact, he
had to prove to a police investigator that
he had actually committed the crime. Detec-
tive Sergeant John Harrison, of the Ontario
Provincial Police anti-rackets branch in
Toronto, confronted Conyers in his home
in the spring of 1979,

The quiet-spoken, middle-aged invest-
ment counsellor who had asked the officer
during their initial telephone conversation
to represent himself as a stamp collector
when he arrived in Montreal, admitted re-
perforating more than 200 stamps using an
X-acto knife.

“When he told me how he did it,” Det.-
Sgt. Harrison said in an interview, “I didn't
believe him. I told him, ‘you’ll have to show
mc‘"'
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Conyers sat down at a table, picked up a
magnifying glass and his cutting tool, and
painstakingly began to cut tiny holes along
the margin of an ordinary stamp. The of-
ficer, who had originally thought he was
dealing with a case of counterfeiting, was
convinced.

On June 12, 1979, Conyers, 59, was con-
victed in a Toronto courtroom. The provin-
cial court judge took the philatelic fraud
man’s unblemished record and his display
of remorse into consideration. Conyers was
granted an absolute discharge, which under
Canadian law, leaves him with only a record
of a discharge, not with a record of crimi-
nal conviction. The key point to the judge’s
decision was Conyer’s complete restitution
to his victims, made prior to his court
appearance.

The police handled the case with a sum-
mons rather than arresting Conyers.

Between January and April, 1979, Con-
yers spent £5,673.84 ($15,886 Cdn.) during
his purchases of 231 stamps from several
dealers in Canada’s largest province. Some-
times he bought in person, sometimes
through mail auctions. He sold 67 of the re-
perfed stamps, for which he paid £2,417.50
($6,769.10), for £4,236.79 ($11,863) a
£1,819.29 ($4,863) profit,

According to the police, the Montreal col-
lector kept three of the stamps he altered,
for his own collection, sending 151 to 11
Ontario dealers on consignment for auc-
tion, on approval or for direct sale.

His scheme was exposed by members of
the Vincent G. Greene Foundation in To-
ronto. For a £3.55 ($10) fee, members of
the volunteer organisation will examine a
stamp to determine its quality, authenticity
and condition. A certificate is then issued
by the members, who consist of top col-
lectors and dealers in the Toronto area.

John Talman, president and former sec-
retary of the Canadian Stamp Dealers’ As-
sociation, warned dealers about the re-
perfed stamps. Conyers “figured if he got
a certificate, he could sell them”, Mr. Tal-
man said in an interview at his Toronto
shop.

One of the stamps, a mint, never-hinged
$1 Parliament (Gibbons No. 285), had been
purchased from Talman, who recalled it



Conyers sent it to another dealer, with an
asking price of just over £178 ($500). That
dealer took the stamp to John Young, vice-
president of the Universal Stamp Corpora-
tion — regarded as a key figure in discov-
ering Conyers' game. Talman had sold the
stamp for approximately £107 ($300), but
had retained a photograph— which re-
vealed the perforation differences along the
re-done portion,

Talman’s March 13, 1979, mail auction
also provided another clue in the case. A
photograph from the catalogue (Fig. 1)
illustrated a mint, never-hinged 20-cent
Quebec Tercentenary in fine condition.
Conyers paid £46.43 ($130) for this stamp
(Gibbons No. 195), part of the 1908 series
known for poor quality paper and poor

centring. The police photographed the
stamp (Fig. 2) showing the improved
centring.

A second catalogue sale, by William R.
Maresch, of R. Maresch & Sons, of To-

ronto, on March 22-23, 1979, provided
police with another clue. A pair of mint,
never-hinged $1 Champlain monuments
(Gibbons No. 351) in fine condition, was
sold to Conyers for £107 ($300). He sepa-
rated the pair (Fig. 3), reperforating the
edge of the bottom stamp, offering it for
sale (Fig. 4) in a lot of 22 stamps sent to
Toronto dealer Thomas Knox.
being “a bit off-centre, perfectly okay”.
Knox bought three stamps, and sent the
Champlain to the Vincent Greene Founda-
tion. Maresch, a member of the board,
recognised Conyers’ name. When he
checked his records, he found the Cham-
plain pair. Closer examination showed the
single stamp had been reperfed through the
margin, but in a slightly wavy pattern. The
Royal Canadian Mounted Police were con-
tacted. They in turn, called in the OPP,
who conducted counterfeit investigations in
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Ontario, and with whom responsibility
rests for investigating fraud.

Conyers' activities were not limited to
Toronto. Glenn McIntyre, owner of Glenn
Meclntyre Ltd., in the historic small city of
Kingston, also knew Conyers.

“Collectors,” McIntyre said, “have al-
ways tried to get well-centred stamps. Gum
is a more recent thing.” He said when he
and his manager, John Meiboom, examined
one of 11 stamps bought from Conyers,
“we noticed a whitish tinge around perf
holes, which suggested the perf holes were
fresh”, It was one of the infamous 1908
Tercentenary stamps. The stamp also ap-
peared to be too small, although this series
varies drastically because of poor quality
control at the time they were printed.

Conyers had dropped into the store from
time to time over the years. The Kingston
dealers were not immediately suspicious —
until they read Talman’s warning circular.
MclIntyre and Meiboom were lucky. They
were able to order their bank to stop pay-
ment on their cheque for $1,319.50 (£471)
before it was cashed. According to the
police, five of their 11 stamps could be
proven to be reperforated — representing a
potential £216 ($636) loss.

Gaston St. Amour, another Toronto
dealer, sustained a £344 ($964) loss when
seven of the eight stamps he bought from
Conyers, were found to be reperfs.

What drove Conyers to do it? According
to his story to police, he had been collect-
ing stamps for many years. Some were
regummed, and from what he said in his
letters to victims, some were reperforated.
Because he kept three reperfs for his own
collection, it does not appear he was wor-
ried about having them.

Det.-Sgt. Harrison said if Conyers had
reperfed the stamps and advised the buyers
before they were sold, there would have
been no crime. But as many opponents of
so-called early “specimen” and “facsimile”
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artists said, the cheaply-sold forgery could
find itself into a collection quite easily as a
legitimate stamp if the buyer was un-
scrupulous or if his collection was sold
after his death, without his having noted the
difference.

In an April 18th, 1979, letter to one
dealer, Conyers wrote: “As far as I know,
these are all fine quality stamps though we
have been fooled from time to time. I have
several times with reperfed stamps which
I can't tell.”

He offered slight discounts from the cata-
logue prices — for bulk purchases. “There
is a crying need for NH stamps, well
centred, for 1930 issues and earlier,” he
wrote in an April 27, 1979, letter.

But three days after his conviction in
court, he tried to cover his tracks and his
reputation. “I am having a number of
stamps inspected as I appear to have bought
a number which may have been reperfed
which are about impossible to tell,” he
wrote on June 15th, 1979,

According to Det.-Sgt. Harrison, terms
such as “these are all fine quality stamps
though we have all been fooled from time
to time” and “as far as I know” go a long
way to suggest that Conyers was trying to
lay the groundwork for protecting himself
from guilt, if he were caught.

Talman objected to the court’s leniency.
“I think the judge took it lightly. I don't
think he weighed the consequences of the
evidence at all seriously.”

He recommends that collectors and deal-
ers can guard against being caught by such
tricksters by dealing with reputable dealers,
knowing the stamps, and paying for an
expertising service. But another dealer said
cases such as this jaundice both collectors
and dealers. “It’s taught me to distrust any-
body.” He felt he had built up a trust with
Conyers, over a period of time.

But it is difficult for anyone to believe
that Conyers did not know what he was
doing—and proceeding with a profit motive
in mind. Someone might reperf a straight-
edge or poorly centred stamp for his own
collection. But reperfing more than 200
stamps is a business, not a hobby, when
only three were kept for his own collection.

This article was picked up from ‘Philately’,
journal of the British Philatelic Federation.
It was put in Topics at the last minute, so
that neither the editor nor the proofreader
had an opportunity to read the galleys. —
Editor.



TOPICS THE BUSINESS SIDE

BNAPS ELECTED OFFICERS

PRESIDENT  James C. Lehr, 2918 Cheshire Road, Wilmington, DE 19810
PAST PRESIDENT  Guy des Riviers, 71 Rue St. Pierre, Quebec, P.Q. GIK 4A4
VICE PRESIDENT  Michael Dicketts, 61 Alwington Ave., Kingston, Ont. K7L 4R4

2nd VICE-PRESIDENT  Robert H. Pratt, 7912 N. Beach Dr., Milwaukee, W1 53217

TREASURER  Edmund A. Harris, 620—75 Ave. N.W., Calgary, Alta. T2K 0P9
SECRETARY  Edward J. Whiting, 25 Kings Circle, Malvern, PA 19355

BOARD OF GOVERNORS  Ten sittings: Five elected in the even numbered years for four year terms

Serving until Dec, 31, 1982 Serving until Dec. 31, 1984
Lee Brandom  Glenn Hansen Leo LaFrance (Chairman of Board)
Garvin Lohman  Trelle Morrow C. Ronald McGuire Wilmer Rockett
Clarence Stillions William Simpson Harry Sutherland

EDWARD J. WHITING

From the Secretary |, »<wscie

4055
4056
4057

4059

4061

February 1, 1981
APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP

CORMIER, Merv J., 2 Rosedale Cr., St. John, N.B, E2J 3G4. C—Perfins, 1967 Centennial issue,
Admirals. Proposed by E. J. Whiting, L-61.

NAVARY, James T., P.O, Box 15278, Chesapeake, VA 23320. C—BNA mint singles, covers, postal
history. Proposed by E. J. Whiting, L-61. Former member No. 3744,

TRAQUAIR, R. Scott, 202—2000 Main St. W., Hamilton, Ont. L88 4M9, C—Canada used singles;
'67 Centennial definitives; Post Cards. Proposed by E. J. Barnett, 1-3496, seconded by R. S.
Traquair, 1046.

VEINOTTE, Graydon H., 266 Kenilworth Ave., Toronto, Ont. M4L 389. C—Canada general mint
and used singles, varieties, philatelic literature. Proposed by E. J. Whiting, L-61.

SCHWEIZER, Dietrich H., 611—1285 Lakeshore Rd. E., Mississauga, Ont. L5E 1G4. C—Canada
general, Nos. 586-593A, 603, 604. Proposed by A. Chung, 3814, seconded by A, L. Steinhart, 2010,
MASCIERI, Russell S., 800 Kings Hwy. N., Ste. 304, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034, D—Canada Pence
issues, Large and Small Queens. Proposed by J. S. Siverts, 59.

HAMPTON, David J., Box 449, Quinnesec, MI 49876, C—Canada tagged/luminescent, Newfound-
land, varieties. Proposed by U. H. Wesengi, 2616, seconded by N, A. Hayne, 2650
BUCKLER, Eugene J., 228 Hillhurst Blvd.,, Toronto, Ont. M5N 1P4, C—Squared circle postmarks,
Century fancy cancels. Proposed by J. A, Hennok, 1969, seconded by R. F, Narbonne, 2415,
GERRY, Miss Jo-Anne M., R.R. 3, Komoka, Ont. NOL 1IR0. C—Canada Pence Issues; Large
Queens; Jubilees; dated cancels. Proposed by R. W. Cuthbert, 3799; seconded by D. 1. Jorgensen,
3373,

HALLETT, Crispin J., 689 Carney St., Prince George B.C. V2M 2KS5. C—Canada Large Queens;
Small Queens; Cents Issues. Proposed by L, G, Killeen 3895,

BINNEY, W. Paul, P.O. Box 1152, Truro, N.S. B2N 5H1. C—N.S. and N.B. stamps and postal
history. Proposed by C. Smith, 3181; seconded by D. Hollingshead, 1.-2622,

MACKENZIE, Margaret P, J., 40 Simcoe St., Ottawa, Ont. K1S 1A4, C—Newfoundland: Medical
History on Stamps, Proposed by J. E. Craemer, 774; seconded by C. R. McGuire, 1-2859,
SIDOR, Alex., 50 Greyabbey Tr., West Hill, Ont. M1E 1V7. D—(Guildwood Philatelics) New-
foundland blocks, varieties, literature. Proposed by C. A. Stillions, 2495; seconded by A. G.
Burrows, 2741.

ROSS, Lewis N., 1500 Howard Ave., Burlingame, CA 94010. C—Admirals; Coils of Canada;
Canada general. Proposed by E. J. Whiting, L-61.

BEHM, Michael, No, 32, 201 Erb St. W., Waterloo, Ont. N2L 1V6. C—Canada and Newfound-
land mint and used 19 and 20 Cent Perfins. Proposed by C. L. Hogg, 3404,

McINTOSH, James D., 246 Slater St., Ottawa, Ont. K1P 5J1. D—(J. D. Mcintosh Philatelist Ltd.)
B.N.A. Proposed by Ian Kimmerly, 3314, seconded by P, L. Fournier, 2296,
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4072
4073

4027

4029
4030
4031

4033
4034
4035
4036

564
2458
1974
3151
3134
2377

2557
2855

is1s

910

3741
3491
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DAVIS, Jack, P.O. Box 1839, Peterborough, Ont. K9J 7X6. C—Military Mail; Registered stamps,
covers, cancellations, literature; Perfins, Proposed by J. C. Campbell, 2986,

WARREN, Lewis E., 82 Cleveland Rd., Worthing, Sussex BN13-2HE England. C—Canada general,
Cents issues, Large Queens. Proposed by C. G. Banfield, 2923,

BAKE, Doug, J., 1854 Byng Rd., Windsor, Ont, N8W 3C9, C—Canada general, George V, Small
Queens, Proposed by P. A, Muirhead, 2991, seconded by R. Simrak, 3046,

MORGAN, Charles W., 1312 Stafford La., Sarasoa, FL 33582, C—Canada Officials; Tagged/
Luminescent; R.P,0, Cancels; Perfins. Proposed by E, J. Whiting, L61.

APPLICATIONS PENDING

Chernoff, Dr. Amoz 1. 4037 Birdsall, George G. 4047 Fedusiak, Ron J,
Beaumont, Donald 4038 Torpstra, Kenneth D, 4048 Madry, Royal C. Jr.
Munn, Gary R. 4039 de Lacy-Spencer, Rev. Roger A. 4049 Craig, Wallace A,
Sheflield, John 4040 Simmons, David R. 4050 Roth, Edward F,
Eggert, Peter K, 4041 Lasris, Stephen Alan 4051 Staecker, Dieter
Davis, Rodney O. 4042 Taylor, Ronald James 4052 Craig, Robert J. A,
Winters, John 4043 Mclnnis, Donald A. 4053 Askgaard, Kaare
Grodde, John H. 4044 Minshall, John R. 4054 Al d, Th Edi d
Hart, Maureen A, 4045 Steinbock, Hans
Estus, Glenn A, 4046 Dodwell, Henry K.,
Laird, Robert W,

RESIGNATIONS

Gelinas, Dr, J. Armand, 7623 Cumberland Rd., Largo, FL 33543
White, William F., 35 Allen St., Massena, NY 13662

Clark, David I, M., P.O. Box 271, Owen Sound, Ont. M4K 5P4
Aginsky, Edward, 2925 W. 5th St., Brooklyn, NY 11224

Bataille, Gerald V., 749 Claremont Dr., Downers Grove, IL 60515
Chassy, David F., Box 2302, Babylon, NY 11703

Hoffman, Herbert D., 204—15 Foothill Ave., Hollis, NY 11423
Hughes, Dr. Harley J., 5th Floor, West Arthur Pl., Thunder Bay, Ont, P7E 6E7
Kalbfleisch, James G., 140 Manchester Rd., Kitchener, Ont. N2B 1A2
Wharfield, Ernest Chet Jr., 4622 E. Montana Pl., Denver, CO 80222
Zhiss, Max E., 241F Capri, Kingspoint, Delray Beach, FL 33445

DECEASED
Davison, Earl B, 17250 Redford Ave., Detroit, MI 48219
REPLACED ON THE ROLLS
Pelehos, Anthony J., Box 174, Prescott, Ont. KOE 1T0
ADDRESS CHANGES/CORRECTIONS

Makinen, Donald E., Rt. 2, Box 38, Freeport, TX 77541

Trimble, Ralph E., P.O. Box 532, Station A, Scarborough, Ont. MI1K 5C3

de Rooy, Walter M. A., Peolland 1, 5144 EP Waalwijk, Netherlands
Schmidt, John G., 81 McMaster St., Owego, NY 13827

Comeau, Robert, Box 129, New Germany, Lunenburg County, N.S. BOR 1E0
Hadden, J. Alex, 1160 W. 13th Ave., Apt. 103, Vancouver, B.C. V6H IN3
Hodges, Dr. D, M., Box 12, 8§ No. 3 Carmel, Prince George, B.C. V2N 287
LaBorde, George W., Box 1057, Station ‘M’, Calgary, Alta. T2P 2K4
Pressley, Jackson B,, 1130 W, Huntington Dr., Apt. 10, Arcadia, CA 91006
Steeves, Dr. A, E., 20 Fleming Dr., Halifax, N.S. B3P 1A9

Horowitz, Philip S., Box 4117, Long Island Cily, NY 11104

Burger, C. Allan, 268 Margueretta St., Toronto, Ont. M6H 383

Funk, Boyd D, P., P.O. Box 249, Republic, OH 44867

Hollens, Arnold, Box 133, Station ‘F’, Winnipeg, Man, R2L 2AS5

Jarrett, David D, L., P.O. Box 1486, Grand Central Station, New York, NY 10163
Kassel, Thomas, P.0, Box 329, Milwaukee, WI 53201

McGee, James P., 727 Lasnier Ave., St. Jean-sur-Richelieu, Que, J3B 4W4
Machum, Lloyd A., 181 Parkside Dr., Apt. 33, Fredericton, N.B. EJB 5L7

RETURNED MAIL

{Information to correct address is needed — this is the address of present record)
{In parentheses after address is the Post Office remark — reason for return)
Pharo, G. F., 41 Broadway, Kennebecasis Park, Saint John, N.B. E2H 1B3 (Moved)
Milavsky, B., Apartado 5985, Caracas 1010, Venezuela (No corresponde al apartado indicado)
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BRITISH
EMPIRE
and

BNA

We carry one of the largest
stocks including specialists
material. Want lists ac-
cepted. Why not drop us a
line.

Peter Singer

P.O. Box 67548, Station 0"
Vancouver, B.C., Canada
V5W 319

Members: A.S.D.A., B.P.A.,
P.T.S., etc.

Canada, Newfoundland
And Other B.N.A.

Public Auctions

Basutoland, Falkland Islands
and other British Common-
wealth. Mint, Used, On Cover,
Single Rarities, Collections, Ac-

cumulations Bought and Sold.

JOHN H. TALMAN
BOX 70, ADELAIDE STREET P.O.
TORONTO, ONT. M5C 2H8
PHONE (416) 863-1465

Visit our store at 37 Victoria Street,
Downtown Toronte

COVERS

AND

STAMPS

Free Price List

CANADA AND
PROVINCES

J. C. MICHAUD
P.0. BOX 5176 - ARMDALE, N.S. B3L 4M7
Satisfaction Guaranteed

CANADIAN
REVENUES

100 Different Canadian Revenues $15.00
Want Lists invited
Regular Mailsales and Newsletters
16 page illustrated Canada
Revenue Price List 25¢

E. S. J. VAN DAM LTD.
P.0. BOX 300
BRIDENORTH, ONTARIO, CANADA
KOL THO

[ yman
Preserving
Tradition while
keeping up to date.
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of
The British North America Philatelic Sociéty

Held at McAllen, Texas on November
8, 1980.

The meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent des Rivieres at 10.03 a.m.

There were 58 members present.

Reading of the previous meeting’s min-
utes was dispensed with since they have
been published in “BNA Topics” and no
changes or corrections have been offered.

There were no communications to be
presented.

President des Rivieres made a very brief
report thanking all those who had worked
with him and especially the Texas Prairie
Beavers for hosting such a fine convention.

Chairman of the Board of Governors,
Bob Pratt made his brief remarks outlining
the Board's activities during the past year
and echoing the thanks of Guy des Rivieres.

2nd Vice President Will Rockett urged
us to increase the number of Regional
Groups as they are the real “grass-roots” of
the Society. That is where most friendships
are made and developed along with philate-
lic specialization,

Secretary Ed. Whiting reported our mem-
bership statistics*. He also reported that
this year’s Emeritus Members are: Walter
R. Hoffman, No. 10, Arthur B. Moll, No.
68, and J. F, Wilson, No, 196. The winner
of the President’s Certificate for proposing
the most new members during the year 1979
is Guy des Rivieres. The winner of the V.
G. Greene Award for the best article, series
of articles, column or series of columns
authored by a member or members of
BNAPS and which was originally published
in “BNA Topics” during 1979 is Charles
de Volpi.

Reports were presented by or on behalf

of Treasurer Ed Harris*' Advertising Mgr.,
Dr. Art Groten*, Sales Circuit Manager,
Charles W. Aubin*, Membership Commit-
tee Chairman, C, A. Stillions*, Editor,
Derek Hayter*, Editorial Board Chairman®,
Handbook Committee Chairman, Mike
Dicketts*, and are appended at the end of
these minutes.

The Canada West Regional Groups Co-
ordinator, Trelle Morrow reported verbally
on the activities in his area. His plea for an
increase in Regional Groups was echoed by
Ed Harris, N. N. Sheklian, and Ed Whiting,

The report by the new chairman of the
Permanent Convention Committee, Ron
McGuire, indicated that we are all set for
1981, 1982 and 1983 with conventions
scheduled for Ottawa, Virginia Beach and
Winnipeg respectively. There is a suggestion
for a possible 1984 convention in Bermuda.
Calgary put a bid in for 1985, San Fran-
cisco bid for 1986 with Carmel, California
as a possible site. St. John's, Newfoundland
bid for a year that was already committed
and they will be offered 1987 as the next
open date unless other arangements can be
effected.

On behalf of Henri Reinhard, Chair-
man of the Talley Committee, Ed Whiting
read the report on the result of the 1980
elections of officers for the Society.

It was requested, and Ed Whiting said he
would endeavour to have the several Re-
gional and Study Groups listed in the “Offi-
cial Section” of “BNA Topics” with as
much information as possible,

The meeting adjourned at 11 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Edward J. Whiting, Secretary

MEMBERSHIP AND CIRCULATION RECAP
As of November 8, 1980 — BNAPS

Stated membership as of the 1979 convention ... ...

Additions during 1980:

Replaced on the Rolls ....................

1,537

Resignation Withdrawn ...
oy e L e S RO

New Life Members
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Deletions during 1980:
o n 2 i DI RUNIES S D 2 T Y e i S T A |
Resigned ...
Dropped from Lhe Rolls T A S it s naaracigs. 18 =135

Hrror a0 - IMIDceOMnt: v e s e e T e e L e e ) +9

Total membership as of November 8, 1980 ... 1,505

Applications OK'd pending publication . oy 22
Applications pending publication and acceptance .................................................. 13
8
2

Published applications pending ACCEPLANCE ..o
Published and accepted applications to be added to the Rolls ... +45
Membership circulation for “Topics” U ¢ . 5. © . Y B 1,550
Administrative circulation:
Advertising Manager ...
Circulation MEBAPSE ... @i
Secretary
e T NS R . a5t acmia 1 e I LS R IR

Subscription circulation:

e T B, AR, 111 s G B BT VRO AR
BABNCo ...
CBNC (Moody & Flcmmmg)
Canada Post Marketing . :
Philadelphia Free Library
Robson Lowe Ltd. ...
Ly e L e S O B SPLEVR » OIS e 1) el
Vancouver Public Library
Wisc. Historical Society

+10

Exchange circulation:

APRL.. - onrncrensuaine
H. R AT vy arineritsisesnmn

Ice Cap News ..........
Maple Leaves ..................
RPSC .

SPA Joumal
Stanley Glbbons«-—l.ondon o ORI G P e AT v

ROt “TOPIee’ ™ SHOMAHON oo i R At s iveas 1,681

BRITISH NORTH AMERICA PHILATELIC SOCIETY
STATEMENT OF ASSETS, LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES
as at June 30, 1980
(with comparative figures for June 30, 1979)

(United States Dollars)

ASSETS

Year Ended
June 30/80 June 30/79

BT S R WL e 0 B 1,156 12,188
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Cash held by Dept. Heads v e st

Petty Cash
Terin EMPORILE o\ i i, St ooty

Accounts Receivable ....... I 3 134

Less Allowance for Doubtful Accts

Inventory — BOOKS ..o
Prepald ERpetfes BT o L o etdad SR

Restricted Funds

Marketable Securities — at cost ...

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES

Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable ............
Due Owners on Sales C!rcults

PERPRTA ENICE . iuovivtiminrsoniin cus itias e s s s e bR D

Fund Balances
General Funds

Appropriated — Convention Funds ...

— Insurance Fund ...
— Life Membership Fund

Unappropriated — Members Equity .....................

Total iGéneral Fands ' b i i et L e

Restricted Funds

BNAPS Fandation £ . .. SASECE L i S

BRITISH NORTH AMERICA PHILATELIC SOCIETY

2,390 1,717
193

33,554 23,230
144 2,990 2,090
1,970 2,086
609 1,431
2,466 2,466
45,135 45,401
8,752 3,214
938 1,209
6,016 6,797
15,706 11,220
410 916
4,775 4,529
1,451 1,288
6,636 6,733
15,892 20,547

. 22,528 27,280
6,901 6,901
45,135 45,401

STATEMENT OF OPERATING REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES

for the year ended June 30, 1980

(with comparative figures for the year ended June 30, 1979)

(United States Dollars)

Revenues
Dues
Feeg ...

Book Department (Schedule 1} fﬁ'jf...ﬁif.'f_'_'.f.f[.'." I

Interest
Dividends
Gain on Foreign Exchange

Sales Circuit Dept. (Schedule II)
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Year Ended

June 30/80 June 30/79

. 13,631 14,286
85 146
274 287
2,603 1,745
180 180
1,680 39
T13 (6)
19,166 16,677



Ex

BRITISH NORTH AMERICA PHILATELIC SOCIETY
SCHEDULES
for the year ended June 30, 1980
(United States Dollars)

penditures
BNA Topics (Schedule III) ........ccoooiomiiercciciiiiiniiiiciininnn, 15,532 10,943
Library and Circulation Dept. (Schedule IV) .................... 133 193
Stationery and Supplies (31 465
POSTIRE ) s s s T 478 611
Bad Eebte, e 45 547
Insurance Expense ...... 476 147
Membership BROBEE ;... i1 tie oo AR 2,826 —
BNAPEX 80 ......... s . —
HanADEOK -EERBBIIBE ... coeosnpsnssss hessors IR ERRUNESY 1,190 —
BB ICHRERBE & 190015 v vsiians sovisvssaiaiisnt s o austasdaniss 34 —
T e R SR e 26 45
22,252 12,951
Excess of Expenditures over Révenues ................ 3,086 (3,726)

June 30/80 June 30/79

SCHEDULE 1

Book Department

Sale of Books ... 1,173
iC0ut o BOokS 8ol .= . o e i it vensdaisis s g 821
T L T T g et oS S AR 122 65
274 287
SCHEDULE 1I
Sales Circuit Department
TNl ORE & e e e R e 682 85
EOREEETNEIIE ..o .....coviernstosiontorbon o st sspspmiveios Sinesvic s (31) 91
713 (6)
SCHEDULE 111
BNA Topics Revenues and Expenditures
Expenditures
Prmt}ng ............................................................................. 14,663 11,554
Mailing and Postage 3,591 2,758
O e O o B S e N 86 329
18,340 14,641
Advertisthg BEVBUNe: o0 s i dom sratm i lnmasts L808 3,698
Net BNA Topics Expenditures .. e nelmni -1 5332 10,943
SCHEDULE lV
Library and Circulation Departments
Miscellaneous Sales of Topics ..............cccooocoovivviiiinen, 215 100
OO O AR - A e LT L
215 100
Library Expense .. 165 139
Circulation Deparl.ment Expense ...................................... 183 154
(133) (193)
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ANNUAL REPORT
ADVERTISING MANAGER
BNA TOPICS — 1980

This year’s advertising billings totaled
$3,291.80, $6.75 less than last year. This
stability is due to our contract advertisers
since transient display ads and classified
ads accounted for only 10% of the total.
We owe those advertisers our thanks for
their continued support despite renewed
production problems.

An increase in advertising rates is cur-
rently under consideration, our last having
been made four years ago. Details will be
published in Topics when available.

Respectfully submitted,
Arthur H. Groten, M.D.

SALES MANAGER’S REPORT

October 31, 1980
Mr. Robert H. Pratt
Chairman of the Board of Governors
British North America Philatelic Society

Dear Sir:

When I first received your instructions to
discontinue the circuit, I was shocked to say
the least, but after some deliberation I real-
ized it was the only reasonable thing to do.

I had lulled myself into believing the
circuit was doing well due to increased sales
when in reality, the increase was due al-
most totally to one exceptional collection of
26 books of mint never hinged and mint
hinged material, very reasonably priced,
from one member. The bulk of this ma-
terial was purchased by dealer and part time
dealer members and a fair amount of the
provincial material and remainders by my-
self.

It is perhaps a sign of the times that we

are unable to get members to submit good
specialized material. This type of material
is generally being sold through auction or
private treaty, where the turn around time
is very short. The old sources of massive
amounts of material seem to have either
dried up or the members are deceased.

Only a handful of members supply books
to the circuit. At the best of times, with the
bulk of the stamps being general used, older
and current low value definitives with a
scattering of better and specialized stamps.
A fair portion of the books should not even
have been accepted for distribution, but we
had to have something to circulate.
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During the three years I have handled
the circuit, only eleven members submitted
more than ten books in total, and only two
of these more than twenty, One member,
in fact, owned more than half the books
that I had on hand, and as each book was
almost an exact duplicate of the next, cover-
ing the same period of time, with almost
the exact same stamps. There were insuf-
ficient different books to send them all on
circuit,

It is extremely discouraging to send ten
books on circuit to ten members, have them
take from two and one-half to three and
one-half months to return, with sales of
less than $50,

Due to lack of material, poor postal
service, membership abuse and generally
poor sales, most books were over-extended
just to keep the circuit functioning, although
poorly. I offer my sincere apologies for any
embarrassment I may have caused the so-
ciety by doing so. What I should have done
was recommend termination of the circuit
at least a year ago.

Although 1 appealed to the membership
on several occasions through Topics, it was
not very successful. With the exception of
Mr. Rockett and Mr. Pike, even the mem-
bers of the society executive, knowing of
the problem, did not enter one single book,
thus you can see what I was up against.

(Here Mr. Aubin describes major illnesses
among several members of his near fam-
ily.—Ed.)

I had intended to go to Texas for the
convention but my entire four weeks holi-
days were taken up with the above family
problems. As you can see, my time has
been severely limited, so much so, that even
my personal income tax which was due in
April was not forwarded until September.

I am presently in the process of returning
all books to their owners. This will be com-
pleted by mid-November. I am still trying
to solve the problem of a missing circuit
in Victoria, B.C. The member sending the
circuit to another member in Victoria, has
been unable to receive any satisfaction from
the post office in Victoria and I have tried
with no avail to reach the member to whom
it was forwarded. As a last hope, we are
going through the main post office in Van-
couver. If they cannot come up with any-
thing, we will have to approach our In-
surance Company. When this is solved,
the Bank Account will be closed out and all
books turned over to the treasurer.



May I offer my sincere wishes for a suc-
cessful convention.

Respectfully submitted,
Charles W. Aubin
Sales Manager

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
FOR THE YEAR 1979-80

During the past year the Secretary for-
warded 67 applications to the Membership
Chairman for investigation. The investiga-
tion consisted mainly of checking the ap-
plicant’s references. All applicants not pro-
posed and seconded by BNAPS members
are automatically referred to the Member-
ship Chairman for checking of references.
Of the 67 applicants referred to the Chair-
man, 54 have been approved, 2 rejected,
and the remaining 11 are in various stages
of investigation. One applicant was re-
jected because he failed to provide refer-
ences. This is the most common cause for
rejection. The second was rejected for
failure to discharge philatelic obligations
to a BNAPS member.

Because of the early deadlines and the
long time required to distribute *Topics”,
the Chairman’s check of an applicant’s
references is usually completed by the time
an applicant’s name becomes known to the
membership at large. Any member who has
an objection to any applicant is strongly
urged to communicate that objection to the
Secretary or to the Membership Chairman
as soon as the member knows of the ap-
plication.

This report is respectfully submitted.
Clarence A. Stillions,
Membership Chairman

EDITOR’S 1980 REPORT

We have continued to strive for a more
realistic publishing schedule; the ideal would
be the midway point of each two-month
period. Snags to achieving this goal have
been the availability of the editor and
proof reader, both of whom are frequently
preoccupied with other matters which some-
times involve extensive travel. The antics
of the Canadian Post Office have also led
to delayed delivery, as has the slowness at
many times of the printer,

It's been a good year for contributing
writers, with several authoritative articles
published. Our thanks are due to the

authors of these stories, and also to authors
of regular columns.

If we were able to build up a bank of
manuscript material, it would be possible
to make an earlier start on the issues. In
this way a more realistic publishing sched-
ule could be achieved.

Respectfully submitted,
Derek Hayter

EDITORIAL BOARD CHAIRMAN’S
REPORT

Constant delays have plagued Topics this
past year. Mail strikes, printing delays,
proofreader problems and editor travelling
absences have caused us no end of prob-
lems. Supervision and discussion was al-
ways taking place with an attempt to have
the magazine printed before the end of the
two month publication period. The Sept.-
Oct. issue went back to the printers two-
three weeks ago and will be in the mailers’
hands shortly. The problems persist.

Attempts to rectify the difficulties will
continue.

I have no further comment,

John H. M. Young,
Chairman,
Editorial Board

REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN
OF THE LIBRARY BOARD

The Society is fortunate in having Harry
Machum take over the job as Librarian for
the BNAPS as he lives in Lively, Ontario
where the library was formerly housed by
Mike Squirell. Mike turned over the library
the start of the year and the Society is in-
debted to Mike for doing such a good job
over the last few years.

The Librarian’s report has been sent to
the Chairman of the Board of Governors.

Respectfully submitted,
V. G. Greene

HANDBOOKS COMMITTEE
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
8 November 1980

I'm pleased to report that there has been
a lot of activity in the field of BNA pub-
lishing within the Society since last Sep-
tember.

The Board gave approval in Quebec to
reprinting the Perfin Handbook, and to
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publishing the Tobacco Tax paids supple-
ment. Further, approval was given to pub-
lishing Bob Pratt's Newfoundland Revenues
and Postal Stationery.

Sales of the Perfin reprint are acceptable
since its publication of 500 copies last No-
vember., Lee Brandom encountered delays
in finalizing his work. I have Bob Pratt’s
manuscript and quotations are under con-
sideration. Bill Simpson has not yet come
through with his promised work on Small
Queens.

Correspondence with Trelle Morrow
concerning a planned Semi-Official Airs
book has resulted in the promise of an in-
teresting addition to our future publications
list. Of great importance is the long-awaited
news on the Squared Circle handbook, and
we are all indebted to Glenn Hansen for his
perseverance in getting this underway.

Correspondence with Lee Brandom over
Fred Vilter's manuscript on Liquor Tax
Stamps; with Gary Scrimgeour on a book
about broken circle cancels; with Lew Lud-
low on R.P.0s and with Wally Gutzman
on patriotic post cards, not only indicate
I'm earning my keep, but suggest some in-
teresting subjects for future publications.

(Report received unsigned —Ed.)

REPORT OF THE TALLY COMMITTEE
8 November 1980

Following is the tally of ballots for the
contested positions in the 1980 election of
officers and board members:

Treasurer:
Edmund A. Harris ... 439
Marva A. Paige ........coocooecien. 150
Board of Governors:
Russell B. Allison (U.S) -...cc.occoceees 271

Leo J. LaFrance (US) ... 427
Wilmer C. Rockett (U.S) ... 340
John S. Siverts (U.S.)) ... o -
C. Ronald McGuire (Can.) .......... 465
William L. Simpson (Can.) .. 503
Harry Sutherland (Can.) ... 484

Due to the close count between Rockett
and Siverts, and the fact that the lead has
changed several times, T will notify you
should there be any further change.

Respectfully submitted,
/s/ Henri E. Reinhard, No. 298

(Report received unsigned — Ed.)
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THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER
ISSUE No. 2

I would like to discuss in some detail two
recent changes in the Society’s operations
affecting Topics and the Sales Department.
When I joined BNAPS in 1960 John Young
and Vinnie Greene were already active in
publishing Topics. Twenty years later John
is still active as Chairman of the Editorial
Board, working with Derek Hayter, the
Editor for a number of years. Putling out
Topics is a tough, demanding job — a time
consuming job—and BNAPS members
owe John and Derek a real vote of thanks
for these many years of service. However,
they have now requested us to accept their
resignations, since they no longer have
the time required to do the job the way
they would like it done. They have agreed
to continue through June, so that we will
have time to find a new Editor and Editorial
Board and have an orderly transition. Mike
Street has agreed to become Editor effec-
tive 7/1/81 and will begin to develop some
background from Derek and start planning
for the July/August issue. More on this
later.

Over the last several years there have
been many complaints about the operation
of the Sales Department, particularly from
members contributing material for sale in
the sales circuits, Thanks to some hard
work by Ed Harris and others, we can now
report that all books in the Sales Depart-
ment have been retired and returned to
their owners except those in a circuit which
was lost. We are working on this circuit
and should be able to settle those books
shortly, perhaps by the time this column is
published. If anyone has not received all
his books, please write immediately to Ed
Harris.

We have been fortunate in getting Bob
Jamieson of Islington, Ontario to become
the new Sales Circuit Manager. With the
final wrapup of the previous operations,
Bob is now ready to start a new program.
He has some excellent new ideas for work-
ing with groups and we plan to make some
previous practices official again. For ex-
ample, all books will be retired no later
than one year after submission. We used
to service over 400 members some years
ago in the Sales Department and our aim
is to get back to that level. Bob will be
after many of you for help, but don't wait
until he contacts you. Start sending him
material now!! — Jim Lehr



Letters and
Announcements

Revenvue Find

At the BNAPS Convention in McAllen
I exhibited a new discovery in connection
with R258, the $5.00 Excise stamp. There
was an erroneous report on this in the
Canadian Revenue Newsletter.

The correct description is mint, never
hinged, single $5 value in Orange rather
than Vermilion —the normal color. It
matches the shade of the $3 value perfectly.

With the similarity of a 3 and a 5 in a
relatively small print, I suspect that the
wrong plate may have been selected to
print some of the $3 stamps. In all proba-
bility the error was discovered almost im-
mediately, and the sheets printed in error
were destroyed with the exception of per-
haps only one pane which avoided detec-
tion. This is pure conjecture on my part.
But if it has taken 60 years for an example
to come to light perhaps not many got
into the hands of the public.

The stamp was given a certificate by the
Vincent Graves Greene Foundation.

— Harry Lussey

I've noticed your plea to the members
that Topics needs more letters, comments,
manuscripts, etc. So here's a letter pleading
for more articles — not new ones but some
of the goodies that appeared in Topics long

ago. That’s right, I'm asking you to re-
cycle some of the best articles — “The Best
of Topics!”

I wonder how many members who have

quit BNAPS, quit because they lost inter-
est in Topics since it had few, if any,
articles on their area of interest. I've con-
templated quitting myself for this reason.
Perhaps worse than turning people off
Topics, we could be turning people away
because they see little in Topics for them.
I strongly feel that a ‘Best of’ series would
attract new members, about-to-quit mem-
bers would reconsider, and that the tired
blood of the faithful would be rejuvenated.
—- Peter de Groot

We welcome a worthwhile suggestion
which will be put before the Editorial Board
for consideration. — Ed.

Postage Meter Study
Group Takes Off

Describing itself as “an informal avenue
of information exchange,” a number of
postage meter collectors invite people with
the same interest to join the Canadian Post-
age Meter Study Group.

The group plan to publish brief articles,
identify new varieties and trade Canadian
meter material. Initially, the Canadian
Meter Study Group will be affiliated with
the Postal History Society of Canada.

Contact:

Clay Rubec, 2473 Huntley Avenue, Ot-
tawa, Ont., Canada K1V 8E7

Ross Irwin, Box 1263, Guelph, Ont,,
Canada N1H 6H6.

Canada $2 Plate 2

Canada Post released for sale in Ottawa
on 4 February Plate 2 of the Kluane Na-
tional Park stamp.

— R. K. Malott

WHY NOT SEND US AN ARTICLE
OR A LETTER FOR PUBLICATION
IN BNA TOPICS?
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Cachets

Can any member identify these cachets
or the maker. The Alouette is in blue,
thermographic printed.

— Stuart A. Clark

Union of Newfoundland
with Canada

Cemmemorative Cover

FIRST DAY OF fSSUE

OMMFQATIHG
HE LAUNCHING OF
ALLOUETTE TWO

. JOUR D'EMISSION

features BNA POSTAL HISTORY
STAMPS, FREAKS, VARIETIES

f Send for FREE copy of our deluxe Auction Catalog. |
(604) 542-5169

% P.0. Box 937, Vernon, BC,
A% a/et/ ce  CanadaVITEMB g
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BNAPEX '8l

SKYLINE HOTEL - OTTAWA, ONTARIO
SEPTEMBER 24-26, 1981

Here are the exhibition rules and entry forms,

plus the official hotel reservation

EXHIBIT RULES: BNAPEX ‘81

Who May Enter — The Exhibition is restricted to members of BNAPS in good
standing.

What May Be Exhibited — The Exhibition is restricted to British North America
material, as outlined in the classification.

Entries Are Limited — No exhibitor may show more than one entry in any group
or sub-group.

— All entries shall be the bona fide property of the exhibitor.

— The Host Group may have the right to restrict the number of frames for any one
entry, but in no case will the restriction be less than four frames. It is suggested
that entries not exceed eight frames.

— Entries must consist of at least two frames.

— No entry, having been awarded the Grand Award at a previous BNAPEX may
compete in open competition again, The exhibitor is restricted however only in
that group or sub-group where the Grand Award was won.

Type Exhibition — Open Show basis.

Judges — Three experienced judges, all members of BNAPS, have been selected by
the Host Group.

No judge may enter the competition.
AWARDS

The classification is for purposes of properly organizing the exhibition, and also for the purpose of
restricting the Grand Award winners. They have no other purpose in determining awards,

The Exhibition is to be judged on an open-show basis, using modified International Show standards,

The number of awards in total, and by grades, shall be determined only by the quality of the
exhibits on display.

In no way should it be interpreted that any given number of awards must be given to any group
or combination of groups.



BNAPEX 81 EXHIBITIONS RULES (continued)

BNAPS EXHIBITION CLASSIFICATION

CLASS I — COURT OF HONOUR
This classification is reserved for exhibits “by invitation only,” and includes:
Postal administrations and museums
Outstanding private collections

CLASS II — COMPETITIVE GROUP
A—PRE-ADHESIVE AND/OR STAMPLESS COVERS OF CANADA, NEWFOUNDLAND,
AND/OR ANY BNA PROVINCE(S).
B—Covers of Canada, Newfoundland, and/or any BNA Province(s)
B1—19th Century to (1897)
B2—20th Century (from 1897)

C—PROVINCES
C1—ABritish Columbia and Vancouver Island
C2—New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island

D—CANADA (Victorian Issues)
D1—1851-59, the Pence and Decimal Issues
D2—1868-92, Large and Small Queen, Widow Weeds and Registration Issues
D3—1897-02, Diamond Jubilee, Leaf, N al and Maps

E—CANADA (Early 20th Century)
E1—King Edward and Quebec Issues
E2—Admiral Issues and War Tax
E3—George V, 1927-35

F—CANADA (Modern Issues)
F1—George VI
F2—Elizabeth 11, including Semi-Postals
F3—Officials, Overprinted or Perfin
F4—Special Delivery, Postage Due, Officially Sealed

G—Airmails
G1—Newfoundland Airmails and/or Covers
G2—Canadian Semi-Official Airmails and/or Covers
G3—Canadian Government Issues and Flights

H—POSTAL SPECIALTIES

H1—Canadian and Newfoundland Booklets and Panes

H2—Canadian Coils, Miniature Sheets, Souvenir Cards, Plate Numbers
and imprint studies

J—CANCELLATION STUDIES (on or off covers)

K—PRECANCELS, INCLUDING PRECANCELLED POSTAL STATIONERY
L—POSTAL STATIONERY OF CANADA AND NEWFOUNDLAND
M—POSTAL HISTORY SPECIALTIES

N—REVENUES

O—NOT OTHERWISE CLASSIFIED

NOTE: Proofs and Essays should be entered in the group to which they belong; thus pence and
decimal Canadian proofs would be entered under D-D1. However if showing all 19th century proofs
then enter merely as II-D.

Freaks, plate varieties, etc., should be ent«ed in accamm with the above instructions,

Specialized collections of s:nsle t d be in the group or sub-group for that par-
ticular issue. It is not necessary to exhibit all the material listed in the sub-group.

CLASS III—NOVICE
This special section has been allowed by the Board of Governors with the intent to encourage new
exhibitors at the show and is open to any member who has not previously exhibited at a BNAPEX show.
This section is non-classified.

GENERAL

Insurance shall be the responsibility of the exhibitor. While the Host Group shall take every
reasonable means to provide security for the exhibition there shall be no responsibility or liability attached
to the Society, its officers, committees, members, host, for any loss or d to any exhibit or part of
any exhibit for any reason whatsoever.

The exhibitor, by reason of his signature on this application agrees to the acceptance of these rules

and regulations,

The BNAPEX '81 Committee recommends that exhibits be personally delivered rather than be
sent through the mails.




PLATING CANADA'’S
2¢c STAMP
OF 1864
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Plating Canada’s 2¢ Stamp of 1864

by ARTHUR H. GROTEN, M.D.

To date, only two significant studies of
this stamp have appeared. Sen. James A.
Calder’s appeared in The Collectors Club
Philatelist (Vol. 38, No. 1). He described
frameline extensions in the corners and 10
constant varieties. He made a number of
ascriptions of the former to given plate
positions but only 3 of the latter.

Geoffrey Whitworth, in his book The
First Decimal Issue of Canada, reiterated
Calder’s findings and added a few com-
ments based on his own studies.

This article will report all known in-
formation and is divided into two parts.
The first considers the use of the frameline
extensions as the key to plating this stamp.
It also presents the imprint positions. The
second collates the previously noted flaws
with new ones. Both sections derive much
of their information from close study of a
complete sheet of plate proofs, in green,
with imprints. The imprints date the sheet
to early 1865, corresponding to stamps
printed to fill order 2.

Part 1: The Plating

Except for a SW corner guide dot, there
are no marginal guide dots to aid plating.
However, examination of the proof sheet
has enabled a methodology for plating the
2¢ to be developed.

The illustrations below (figs. 1 and 2)
demonstrate the corner frameline exten-
sions that occur, in various combinations,
at many positions. Some positions have
none. The lack of consistency of these ex-
tensions and the presence of numerous
frameline recuts (see Part 2) suggest that
the extensions are not transfer roll flaws
but rather the result of considerable re-
working of the plate by hand. Flaw E, in
the SE2, is probably a transfer roll flaw,
although, contrary to Whitworth's statement
in his book, it varies in location from posi-
tion to position, sometimes quite markedly.
This variability is quite helpful for plating.
To date, there has been no satisfactory ex-
planation of the cause of Flaw E.

Fle. 1 VERTICAL
FRAMELINE EXTENSIONS
AND FLaw E IN SE 2

The key (fig. 3) shows many positions
which can be plated on the basis of a char-
acteristic distribution of these extensions.
Well centered copies showing all 4 margins
could be plated in this manner; unfortun-
ately, the 2c is notorious for its poor cen-
tering, Moultiples are somewhat easier to
plate.

Each position in the key is divided into

Fig.
FRAMELINE EXTENSIONS

2 HORIZONTAL

upper and lower sections. The upper sec-
tion pertains to vertical frameline exten-
sions (Boxes 1-4) and Flaw E (Box 5),
while the lower pertain to horizontal ex-
tensions (Boxes 6-9). An X in the ap-
propriate box indicates the presence of that
extension or Flaw E while a dot indicates
only a slight extension or flaw, The ex-
tensions are coded as follows:



Extension A in upper left corner — vertical Box 1
]2 horizontal Box 6
Extension B in upper right corner — vertical e | ]
% 5 horizontal ........... Box 7
7 Extension C in lower right corner — vertical Box 3
b horizontal Box 8
9 Extension D in lower left corner — vertical e IO
horizontal .......... Box 9
Flaw E: dash in Southeast 2 Box 5
L] -
L ] L
- .
. L]
L] .
L - .

Fig. 3 Kov vo PLaTing tHe 2 1854
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Fiag, 4 THE IMPRINTSE

Whitworth lists a number of imprint types
whose differences lie in their relationship to
their adjacent stamps as illustrated in Fig.
4, The sheet allows the following corre-
lations:

Imprint PP

3

8
21
30
71
80
93
98

Part 2: The Flaws and Recuts

Again, much of this work derives from
study of the proof sheet. In many cases,
flaws seen on the proofs are found on
stamps at the appropriate plate position;
these are marked, below, with an asterisk
indicating that the flaw is found on both
stamps and proofs. The author has yet
personally to find flaws on stamps that are
not on the proofs, although Calder reported

Whitworth Type

w/Flaw E

HTHOQOIW >

several, which are recorded below and
designated (c) in Fig. 7. More surely exist
since the proof sheet was made relatively
early in the plate’s life. Conversely, there
are a number of flaws seen on the sheet that
have not yet been found on stamps, even
when the plate position is incontrovertible
(i.e. in a multiple), presumably having been
removed by the siderographer or having
worn off the plate during use. Still others
have had no stamps yet reported from that
position, no doubt due to the rarity of mul-
tiples, so that their existence on stamps
cannot yet be ascertained. Unless other-
wise noted, by asterisk or comment, all
flaws or recuts are described based on their
appearance on the sheet alone. Of interest
is that, of those provable positions exam-
ined, the great majority of flaws on the
sheet can be found on their corresponding
stamps.

Plate flaw numbering, when used, refers
to those numbers assigned by Calder and
adopted by Whitworth. Until these flaws
are all proven to exist on stamps the author
feels that no new numbering system should



be put forward. Since almost all flaws and
recuts reported here are ascribed to a given
plate position, reference to that position
should be adequate to identify the flaw.

Constant transfer roll flaws that occur
at all positions are shown in Fig. 5.

Fla. 5 CONSBTANT TRANSBFER ROLL FLAWS

For simplicity, the frameline recuts are
listed and illustrated separately (Fig. 6).
Note that these are hand recuts and not re-
entries.

No true re-entry has been found on this
stamp.

North frameline recuts are found at pp.
8* and 37*,

East frameline recuts are found at pp. 1,
4, 21, 25*, PF 5 at pp. 32*, 35, 61 and 82.

South frameline recuts are found at p. 94.

West frameline recuts are found at pp.
2%, 27%, 29, 51, 59*, 78 and 87. PF 1 type
at pp. 19* 20* and 55,

The plate flaws are arranged by quad-
rants, from NE clockwise, within the fol-
lowing subgroupings (Fig. 7):

I: Margins around stamp
II: Frames
IITI: Spandrels
IV: Wording
V: Central vignette
Group I FLaws:
PF 6=imprint guide dot at pp. 4 and 9.
East margin imprint guide dot at pp. 40
and 90.

Dot in E mgn opp. & sl. above S of cents
at pp. 68*.

Dot in mgn below SE 2, 1% frameline
gaps (flg) at pp. 63 and 83, and 1 fig
below at pp. 73, a transfer roll flaw.

Dot just below outer frameline under

SE 2 at pp. 86*.

PF 3=imprint guide dot at pp. 11 and
61. Calder: dash in oval W of SE 2,
not on proofs.

Dot abutting outer W frameline opp.
Queen’s nose at pp. 38.

Group II FLaws:

Dot bet. framelines near top of NE 2 at
pp. 5.

Dot bet. framelines midway bet. NE and
SE 2's at pp. 3.

Scratch across framelines above SE 2 at
pp. 12%,

Dot bet. framelines below E of cents at

Pp. 64%.

Group III FLaws:

PF 8 at pp. 42. Calder: dot over S of
Postage, not on proofs. Proofs show
cap over SW at pp. 42-52-62, a trans-
fer roll flaw strongest at pp. 62 and
weakest at pp. 42.

Dot in tail of NW 2 at pp. 13*.

Grour IV Fraws:

PF 7, dash below P of Postage, not on
proofs, seen by Calder.

Dot over E of Cents at pp. 93*

Dot in upper part of C of Cents at pp. 38.

PF 10 at pp. 41*,

PF 9, dash in O of Two, not on proofs,
seen by Calder.

PF 4 at pp. 71*. Calder: dots near SW 2,
above E of Cents and near SE 2, none
seen on proofs or stamps available.

Grour V FLAWS:

PF 2 below bust, not on proofs. Calder:
at pp. 77 and 87.

Scratches across face seen at pp. 77 on
proofs only, to date.

Acknowledgement

In addition to the works cited in the text,
the author would especially like to acknowl-
edge the help of Mr. Henry Gates in the
conceptualization of the plating key.
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BNAPEX ’8]

EXHIBIT ENTRY FORM

Exhibits Chairman, BNAPEX 81
Suite 200D, 350 Sparks St., Ottawa, Ont. K1R 758

[ planiteimhibitl. o taioinolonan i frames.
Frames accommodate sixteen (16) album pages measuring 8%"x11” (in four
horizontal rows of four pages each).

T e O A I B s L s ooy st e s s s e A S A 0 L R SR
BEiat DECerIBHBRE ST "QRIDIE. oo s rommmimengisss gryr s o e (ST SRR

My exhibit will be sent by or delivered by..................................... ...
Please returniby. ..ol b lnald nilnsured o 0 omi s i
| will personally deliver my exhibit to the chairman..........................
Amount enclosed for entry fee at $8.00 per frame.......... $...................
Included for return PoOsStage. .. ..o S,
Total entry fee plus return postage................ .. SR

MAKE CHEQUE OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO:
BNAPEX 81

I, the undersigned, have read the rules for exhibiting and understand
that | will be responsible for insuring my exhibit, and | will not hold the
exhibition committee, the society, and/or the hotel, their officers, members or
employees liable for any loss or damage to this exhibit.

Neime (Brinf)L., ... 2L ik Tahaierar BB sEraRiptm . L e s e
Stgnatarel. . ) i e SRR S LS R L L e M L L A e
Address. ..

SEND ENTRY FORMS TO EXHIBITS CHAIRMAN; Entry forms should be received
on or before August 1, 1981. SEND EXHIBITS TO:
EXHIBITS CHAIRMAN, BNAPEX ‘81

SUITE 200D, 350 SPARKS STREET
OTTAWA, ONTARIO KI1R 758

FOR OFFICE USE; PLEASE LEAVE BLANK

Entry accepted................cooiiiiiiiiiniiinninnnns Exhibit received..................c.ccceeieein,
Mountedby..............oooveen Taken down by
Returmed by: ..ol ool annniai, Received by.................ccooiiiiinn,

2 TR R RO = .11 SIS 1T LT AR R S



SEND TO:

BNAPEX 81

SUITE 200D, 350 SPARKS STREET
OTTAWA, ONTARIO, CANADA KIR 758

PLEASE RESERVE:
Single Occupancy ($55.00)............cccocoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiini,

Double Occupancy, 2 double beds ($68.00).......................

Suite ($114.00)

ARRIVAL DATE:.................... TIME:................ DEPARTURE DATE:..................

NAME(S)......................
STREET:....cis oo Bt

STATE/PROV 1. .o b, 2k »POSTAL ORVZIRICODE A1k b

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Reservations for Hotel Accommodations are to be made as early as possible,
the BNAPEX Committee has reserved 100 rooms at the Skyline Hotel. To
assure accommodation make your reservations with the Accommodations

Officer by August 24, 1981,



PLAN NOW TO VISIT

The Stamp Exhibition and Bourse that put Canada on the
world’s philatelic map, and still sets the pace

ooooooooooooo

canada

CHAPTER 114
OF THE
ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF CANADA

June 5, 6, 7, 1981

AND

The most outstanding PHILATELIC EVENT
of the FALL SEASON in Canada

s'ram

Marketplace

- .
.
LI 4

OCTOBER 9, 10, 11, 1981

Both events take place at The SHERATON CENTRE IN
TORONTO and feature: EXHIBITIONS (NATIONAL
CLASS AND CLASS OF HONOUR), OUTSTANDING
INTERNATIONAL BOURSE, SEMINARS and many other
attractions.

Further information can be obtained against SASE from:

STAMPEX CANADA STAMP MARKETPLACE
STAMP EXHIBITIONS PHILATELIC EXHIBITION
CANADA, INC. CONSULTANTS, LTD.
565 ALNESS STREET OR 565 ALNESS STREET
DOWNSVIEW, ONTARIO DOWNSVIEW, ONTARIO
CANADA M3J 278 CANADA M3J 2T8
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Patriotic Postcard Series
by W. L. GUTZMAN

i
b
i
P
T8

Famous Statesmen of Canada
(WBR 24)

The Canadian Flag is draped around a
vertical oval picture which contains a black
and white photograph of various Canadian
statesmen of the time. The base of the flag
is produced in a pink colour. At the upper
left is the Coat of Arms topped by the
crown. An elaborate golden scroll decorates
the left side of the frame.

The publisher’s name, Warwick Bros. &
Rutter, is in small print reading upwards to
left of picture.

The backs were undivided, as these were
early cards, which appeared in the later
months of 1904. The earliest reported date
of cancellation is November 8, 1904.

The printing on the address side shows
“Canadian Souvenir Post Card,” in red, in
the central section of a three-part golden
frame. The LHS shows a golden coat-of-
arms and the RHS (stamp) a standing
golden bear.

32 / BNA TOPICS / MARCH-APRIL, 1981

130 The Earl of Minto, GCMG,
Governor-General of Canada

132 Sir Wilfred Laurier, Prime Minister
of Canada

134 Hon. George W. Ross, Premier
of Ontario

135 1. P. Whitney, MPP

161 Earl of Minto, Governor-General
(see also 130)

162 Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal

163 Hon. Clifford Sifton, Minister of
Interior

164 Hon. W. S. Fielding, Minister of
Finance

186 Hon. George W. Ross, Premier of
Ontario (see also 134)

187 J1. P. Whitney, MPP (see also 135)

188 Hon. C. S. Hyman

189 Hon. R. Prefontaine, Minister

of Marine

224 Sir Wilfred Laurier, Prime Minister
of Canada

225 Hon. Wm. Patterson, Minister
of Customs

226 Sir William Mulock,
Postmaster General

227 Hon. J. Sutherland, Minister of
Public Works

256 Sir R. Borden, Minister of Militia

257 Sir Richard Cartwright, Minister
Trade and Commerce

258 Hon. Sydney Fisher, Minister of
Agriculture

259 Hon. S. N. Parent, Premier of Quebec

290 Hon. J. B. Snowball, Lt.-Gov. of
New Brunswick

291 Hon. R. R. Emerson, Minister of
Railways

526 The Earl of Minto, Governor-General
(see also 161)

616 C. Kloepfer. Guelph. Election card
for South Wellington

630 Hon. A. B. Aylesworth

The Holly and Bells Greetings
(WBR17)

Apparently issued in time for Christmas
1904, these colourful cards indeed provoke
a Christmas spirit. They are gaily deco-
rated with holly leaves and red berries. All
have golden bells and red ribbons with the
word “Greetings” printed. A very deco-



rative golden frame surrounds a black and
white picture.

Backs are undivided and printed in gold
with green writing “Canadian Souvenir Post
Card”.

Although most cards in the series show
the publishers name, Warwick Bros. & Rut-
ter, at the upper left of the picture, a con-
siderable number indicate the name of the
distributor. Some of the latter have been
shown in brackets in our listings.

Although the earliest postmark is Dec.
20, 1904, the cards still seemed to be in
use as late as 1909.

626 Greenock Church, St. Andrew’s N.B.
(Wren's Drug Store)

627 All Saints’ Church, St. Andrew’s, N.B.

659 Viaduct, Port Hope, Ont.

674 Old Fort Garry Gateway, Winnipeg

679 Columbia Ave., Looking East,
Rossland, B.C.

696 Low Water, Reversing Falls,
St. John, N.B.

697 Tide Running up Reversing Falls,
St.John, N.B.

698 St. John Harbour from Fort Howe

699 Martello Tower, St. John, N.B.

-
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701 Beacon Light, St. John Harbour, N.B.
717 “Kawartha Lakes,” Lakefield, Ont.
720 Victoria Square, Amherst, N.S.

747 Mt. Allison Academy, Sackville, N.B.
754
763
773
779

Victoria Park, Brantford, Canada
City Hall, Stratford, Ont.

Yarmouth Light, Yarmouth, N.S.

(E. J. Vickery, Pub)

Changing Guard at Citadel, Halifax,
N.S. (Vert — Hebb Series)

Kawartha Lakes, Lakefield, Ont.
Martello Tower, Halifax, N.S.

Howe Monument, Halifax, N.S.
(Hebb Series)

Pumping and Shipping Oil,

Petrolea, Ont.

815 Bear River Looking South, N.S.

823 Ste. Anne de Beaupre Church, Quebec
825 Tobogganing in Montreal

826 Dominion Square, Montreal, Quebec
830 Chateau de Ramezay, Montreal, Que.
835 A Caleche, Quebec

875 Union Bank, Winnipeg

(Season’s Greetings)

791
792
794
797

803

Meduxneiceag River, Woodstock, N.B.

Flag of Ireland or Scotland (WBR22)

In those early years of the twentieth cen-
tury, the flags of Ireland and Scotland were
also used as background to black and white
Canadian views. This was understandable
in view of the especially large number of
Nova Scotians who were of Irish or Scot-
tish descent.

Divided backs were decorated by the
elaborate Warwick Bros. & Rutter design
in gray-green, with *“Canadian Souvenir
Post Card” in three frames. The publisher’s
name appeared at the upper left, reading
upward.

Scotland:

Entrance to Victoria Park, Truro, N.S.

Point Pleasant Park, Halifax, N.S.
Ireland:

Niagara River below the Falls
3788 I.C.R. Station, Truro, N.S.

3798 View from Citadel, Halifax, N.S.
3800 North West Arm, Halifax, N.S.
3802 British Soldiers at Halifax, N.S.
3845 The Lock, Morrisburg, Ont.

B.N.A.

BNAPS

We always have over 5,000 B.N.A. covers in stock
Selections gladly sent B.N.A.P.S members

on approval

NEW ENGLAND STAMP COMPANY

Established 1893
643 FIFTH AVENUE SOUTH

NAPLES, FLORIDA, U.S.A. 33940

COVERS

ASDA
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ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
BNAPEX 81 - 33rd CONVENTION

24-26 SEPTEMBER, 1981
SKYLINE HOTEL OTTAWA

1. Chairman

James E. Kraemer, BNAPS 774
17 Commanche Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K2E 6E8
Tel. Home — 224-4189
Office — 998-8734

. Secretary-Treasurer 3. Seminars - Printing - Envelopes
Eric B. Manchee, BNAPS 3705 Maj. Geo. MacManus, BNAPS 3282
2420 Rector Avenue 12 Aurora Crescent
Ottawa, Ontario K2C 1M3 Ottawa, Ontario K2A 0Z7
Tel. Office — 996-4463 Tel. Office — 993-2237

Home — 828-6346 Home — 226-6519

. Exhibits - Awards 5. Publicity and Security
Iaq Kimmerly, BNAPS 3314 Maj. R. K. Malott (Rtd.), BNAPS 2335
Suite 200D 16 Hardwick Crescent
350 Sparks Street Ottawa, Ontario K2H 6R1
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 758 Tel. Home — 829-0280
Tel. Office — 235-9119 Office — 996-3364

Home — 233-7544
7. Registration & Ladies’ Activities

. Bourse
_ Margaret Mackenzie, BNAPS
Peter L. Fournier, BNAPS 2296 40 Simcoe Street
7 Moss Court Ottawa, Ontario K1S 1A4
Ottawa, Ontario K2H 8M8 Tel. 563-0679

Tel. Home — 828-2793
Office — 996-2226

. Accommodation - Facilities

Ralph D. Mitchener, BNAPS 2476
1253 Sherman Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K2C 2M7
Tel. Office — 994-1544
Home — 225-2466

Mailing Address:

BNAPEX 81
Suite 200D, 350 Sparks Street / Ottawa, Ontario KI1R 758
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

RATES: 15 cents per word per insertion, payable with copy in advance. Copy for classified
advertisements should be sent to Dr. Groten, Box 30, Fishkill, N.Y. 12524, U.S.A.

The Editorial Board of BNAPS Topics reserve the right to accept or reject
any submitted advertisement based upon its own consideration at the

time of submission.

FOR SALE

LARGE COLLECTION — Canadian plate blocks in

matched sets and single corners — 20 to 40%
Also complete book-
tamps, etc. Mint
Let me

discount from Lyman’s.
lets, postal stati y, used
New Zealand, Guernsey and Jersey.
know your waonts. Good prices and service.
Fred Kraemer, Box 504, Kelowna, B.C. Can.
V1Y 7P1.

WANTED

CANADIAN PIONEER — and semi-official airmail
covers and cerogrammes. Especially require
covers flown in British Columbia, 1919-1921,
used Canadian aerogrammes and Forces Air
Letter Forms to the United Kingdom 1942 to
1980, and Canadian and foreign aircraft
crash (interrupted) covers and governmental
container envelopes returning interrupted mail
to senders. Contact Major R. K. Malott (Re-
tired), 16 Harwick Crescent, Nepean, Ontario,
Canada K2H 6R1.

1948 SILVER WEDDING ISSUE

COMPLETE SETS

N.H. H. Used. F. VF.
FREE PRICE LIST

Mint.

Stamped SAE # 10 Envelope Please

B&J STAMP CO.
P.O. BOX 27611, SAN FRANCISCO CA 94127

SUNNY ALBERTA — Still looking for anything in
Alberta Cancels and Postal History — Terri-
torial Forward. Keith R. Spencer, 3659—109
Street, Edmonton, Alberta T&J 1C2.

BUY, SELL EXCHANGE

CANADIAN POSTAL STATIOMERY — wanted to
buy or trade, including special order en-
velopes, railway express cards and precan-
celled cards. Dick Staecker, 384 Regal Drive,
London, Ont. N5Y 1J7.

LITERATURE

OUT OF PRINT OR CURRENT TITLES — We wel-
come your inquiries. Philately in Print, Box
72, Station ‘A’, Toronte, Ontario, Canada,
M5W 1X4,

TOPICS
NEEDS
MORE LETTERS
COMMENTS
MANUSCRIPTS
ETC.
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ARE YOU A PASSIONATE PHILATELIST ?

Most of our customers are passionate about philately. Some are just begin-
ning to collect, some are very advanced specialists. All seem to benefit from the
relaxation and fun that comes with the hobby. Our staff at 43 Adelaide Street are
avid collectors. They understand a philatelist's concerns and wish to help. Our
shop has become a friendly haven for most of the serious collectors who live
near Toronto. Many from far away make a point of dropping in to see us when
they pass through the city. Most find something they need, and they keep coming
back, so we must be doing something right.

The store contains a vast range of stamps and postal history material,
especially British North America, but with a surprising range of out of the way
items from all over the world. The stock of covers and cancellations is certainly
the finest in Canada. Single stamps and sets are of course available. Our scope
is wide, including postage stamps, postal history, stationery, revenues, essays
and proofs. We sell over a million dollars worth a year and clearly this must
be replaced. Our staff will pay top prices with immediate payment or we may
be able to place your surplus material to best advantage using our private treaty
facilities.

Whether buying, selling or just thinking about philately please look in when
you are in Toronto. We fully understand that not everyone can come in person
and we have made hundreds of friends through the mail. Please let us know your
collecting interests.

“IN THE 1980'S EVERYONE NEEDS A HOBBY !"

43 Adelaide East

E K T Toronto, Ontario
n " Canada M5C 144

Tel. (416) 363-7757
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THE PRECANCEL SPECIALIST

by R. S. CHESHIRE & H. REICHE

Although the first articles for this column
were not published in this journal it should
be of interest to all that much effort has
been spent on the identification of printing
types of precancels on the Admiral issue.
The background for the types were taken
from Canada Notes on the 1911-1926 Series
by G. C. Marler and Canada The Admiral
Stamps of 1911 to 1925 by H. Reiche.

For each city a special record sheet was
prepared which was used to enter any in-
formation available. The various types were
listed and entry was made by using n for
normal, a for invert, b for double, ¢ for
double invert, etc. Two examples of such

record sheets are shown here.

One can notice that although a large num-
ber of types have been identified with cer-
tain values, many gaps still exist. For ex-
ample Calgary lc yellow original die re-
touched wet printing exists for n, a and b.
Does a and b also exist for the original die
retouched, dry printing? or the New die,
dry printing? This kind of data is needed
to determine more accurately the time per-
iod certain types have been used or printed.

The authors would greatly appreciate any
help here from anyone having Admiral pre-
cancels.

CANADIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
OF GREAT BRITAIN

Membership Secretary:

DAVID SESSIONS
3 Langfield Close, Henbury, Bristol BS10 7ND England

For all aspects of B.N.A. PHILATELY: ‘MAPLE LEAVES’

£4.00 PER YEAR

Published five times per year

® WRITE FOR SPECIMEN COPY e
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PRECANCELS ON THE ADMIRAL ISSUE

TOWN TN R 4 Precancel
1 cent Original die. 1912 ; i nha
green Original die retouched. 1913 ; “Mmabe habe
1cent | Original die retouched, wet. 1920 .. .. . . [R& A
yellow | Original die retouched, dry. 1926 el s ™
New die, dry. 1925 ... : » n
2cents | Original die. 1912 .. .. .. . . . . |%»a&a
red Original die retouched. 1913 ... .. .. .. .. 24 A i a
Original die retouched, wet. 1922 . : .
2 cents | Original die retouched, dry. 1824 .. . . . |l=;q
green Original die re-engraved, dry. 1925 %W
Thin paper. 1924 y ) R L,
3cents | Original die, wet. 1918 .. .. . TRl na
brown Original die retouched, dry. 1922 .. .. .. .. na n
3cents | Original die retouched. 1923 .. .. . . .| G
red New die. 1924 .. »

ooty | Wt 1928 Lol A lad e TR a e S e
bistre Dry. 1925... e e e

Marler Type 1: Reiche Type 1. 1912
5cents | Marler Type 1A: Reiche Type 1a. 1913 (?)

blue Marler Type 2: Reiche Type 2. 1914 i
Marler Type 3: Reiche Type 3. 1916 s 3 n e na
Marler Type 4: Reiche Type 1. 1922 o K
5 cents | Marler Types 5, 7: Reiche Types 2, 4. 1922 24 “ e
violet Marler Type 6: Reiche Type 3. 1923 | - e
Marler Type 8: Reiche Type 5. 1925 S
Thin paper. 1924 . . |,
7 cents | Wet. 1924... N R, Y
red-brn | Dry. 1926 (7) .. 1
10 cents| Marler Type 1: Reiche Type 1. 1912 Lk iy ] Na
plum Marler Type 2: Reiche Type 2. 1920

0w ] Wort-1922... 1. i e s e e e ] TN
blue Dry. 1925 (?) .. o L i W

20 cents| Marler Type 1: Reiche Type 1: wet, 1912
olive Marler Type 1: Reiche Type 1: dry. 1924
Marler Type 2: Reiche Type 2: dry. 1925

50 cents | Original die, wet. 1912 .
black Retouched die, dry. 1925

$1 Wet. 1923.. ..
orsngs | Dry. 1925 (7) ..
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PRECANCELS ON THE ADMIRAL ISSUE

TOWN adqaonton Pracancel
7 P o
1cent | Original die. 1912 .. ..
grean Original die retouched. 1913 na c n aac
1cent | Original die retouched, wet. 1920 .| ha
yellow | Original die retouched, dry. 1926 K "
New die, dry. 1925 .. " “ﬂ n
2 cents | Original die. 1912 .| &
rad Original die retouched. 1913 na 7
Q€
Original die retouched, wet. 1922 N L
2 cents | Original die retouched, dry. 1924 : naea
grean Original die re-engraved, dry. 1925 . |
Thin paper. 1924 .. . ak ;
3 cents | Original die, wet. 1918 . e
brown Original die retouched, dry. 1922 na
3 cents | Original die retouched. 1923 | na
rod New die. 1924 ... .
4 cents | Wet. 1922... na
bistre Dry. 1925...
Marler Type 1: Reiche Type 1. 1912 Q
5 cents | Marler Type 1A: Reiche Type 1a. 1913 (7) ~ |l
blue Marler Type 2: Reiche Type 2. 1914 i
Marler Type 3: Reiche Type 3. 1916 ac n I a
Marler Type 4: Reiche Type 1. 1922 & Aa
5cents | Marler Types 5, 7: Reiche Types 2, 4. 1922 24 na
violet Marler Type 6: Reiche Type 3. 1923 na
Marler Type 8: Reiche Type 5. 1925 v ne
Thin paper. 1924 A = o n
7 cents | Wet. 1924, na
red-brn | Dry. 1826 (?) ...
10 cents| Marler Type 1: Reiche Type 1. 1812 " a n
plum Marler Type 2: Reiche Type 2. 1920 a m ndad
10 conts| Wet. 1922.. .. v na
blue Dry. 1925 (7) ... -~
20 cents| Marler Type 1: Reiche Type 1: wet. 1912 n "
olive Marler Type 1. Reiche Type 1: dry. 1924
Marier Type 2: Reiche Type 2: dry. 1925
50 cents | Original die, wet. 1912 .
Jblack Retouched die, dry. 1925
$1 Wet. 1923... ..
orange | Dry. 1925 (7} ..
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PRECANCELS ON THE ADMIRAL ISSUE

TOWN Zijonton Precancel
4 P %
1cent | Original die. 1912 ..
green Original die retouched. 1913 e s e M c n a2ac
1cent | Original die retouched, wet. 1920 .. .. .. .. | ha
yeliow | Original die retouched, dry, 1926 ... .. . .. . n
New die, dry. 1925 .
ra n
2cents | Original die. 19912 .. .. .. .. . .. .| &
red Original die retouched. 1813 .. .. .. .. . 2a 7nq ¢
Original die retouched, wet. 1922 ... .. .. .. | % oL
2cents | Original die retouched, dry. 1924 ... .. .. .. na
green Original die re-engraved, dry. 1925 .. .. .. ..|7
Thin paper. 1924 PR
3cents | Original die, wet. 1918 ... .. .. .« o« .
brown | Original die retouched, dry. 1922 .. .. .. .. ra
3cents | Original die retouched. 1923 .. .. .. .. ..|9» na
red New die. 1924 . L
T oL L L 7 M R ks - A 0 B e g P 7na
bistre Dry. 1925
Marler Type 1: Reiche Type 1. 1912 [~ ]
5cents | Marler Type 1A: Reiche Type 12. 1813 (?) .. .|
blue Marler Type 2: Reiche Type 2. 1914
Marler Type 3: Reiche Type 3. 1916 ac n n a
Marler Type 4: Reiche Type 1. 1922 2a
5 cents | Marler Types 5, 7: Reiche Types 2, 4. 1922 24 | na
violet Marler Type 6: Reiche Type 3. 1923 na
Marler Type 8: Reiche Tvpcs 1925 R, T ne
Thin paper. 1924 o e e P
L O D | S N s B R b T
red-brn | Dry. 1926 (?) .. 4
10 conts| Marler Type 1: Reiche Type 1.1912 .. .. .| N& n
plum Marler Type 2: Reiche Type 2. 1820 a nd
10 cents| Wet. 1922... . RE . na
blue Dry. 1925 (?) .. -
20 cents | Marler Type 1: Reiche Type 1: wet. 1912 R, «
olive Marler Type 1: Reiche Type 1: dry, 1924
Marler Type 2: Reiche Type 2: dry. 1925
50 cents | Original die, wet. 1812
black Retouched die, dry. 1925
31 Wet. 1923.. ..
orange | Dry. 1825 (7) ..
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PRECANCELS ON THE ADMIRAL ISSUE

TOWN Ll Sopp s Precancel
1cent | Original die. 1912 e a
green Original die retouched. 1913 “Mmabde nabdc
1cent | Original die retouched, wet. 1920 Rae h
yellow | Original die retouched, dry. 1926 NE,
New die, dry 1925 |
2 cents | Qriginal die. 1912 i ~|na
rod Original die retouched. 1913 - gdA el
Original die retouched, wet. 1922
2 cents | Original die retouched, dry. 1924 ma
green Qriginal die re-engraved, dry. 1925 e
Thin paper. 1924 o
3cents | Original die, wet. 1918 | na
brown | Original die retouched, dry. 1922 dlma n
3cents | Original die retouched. 1923 1
red New die. 1924 . »n
4 cents | Wet, 1922 i a
bistre Dry. 1925 :
Marler Type 1: Reiche Type 1. 1812
5 cents | Marler Type 1A Reiche Type 1a. 1913 (7)
blue Marler Type 2: Reiche Type 2. 1914 . )
Marler Type 3. Reiche Type 3. 1916 “|7 et na
Marler Type 4. Reiche Type 1. 1922 : |
Scents | Marler Types 5, 7. Reiche Types 2, 4. 1922 24 N e W7
violet Marler Type 6: Reiche Type 3. 1823 e |1nea
Marler Type 8: Reiche Type 5. 1925 .
Thin paper. 1924 & % N
7 cents | Wet. 1924 A
red-brn | Dry. 1926 (?) 1
10 cents| Marler Type 1: Reiche Type 1. 1912 MNa
plum Marler Type 2: Reiche Type 2. 1920
10 cents| Wet. 1922 ng

blue Dry. 1825 (7

20 cents| Marler Type 1 Reiche Type 1. wet, 1912
olive Marler Type 1: Reiche Type 1: dry. 1924
Marler Type 2: Reiche Type 2. dry. 1925

50 cents | Original die, wet. 1912
hblld( Retouched die, dry. 1925

1 Wet. 1923 ..
orange | Dry. 1925 (?)
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A Postal History of Rat Portage, Keewatin
with some reference to the Province of
Keewatin, its own postal and railway

history.

1876-1886

by G. F. HANSEN

Adapted from material found in The
Kenora Daily Miner and News, Friday,
April 25, 1980; an article written by Reg.
Reeves, with pen and ink drawings of his-
toric buildings of old Rat Portage and Ken-

In the early days of western Canada, and
the Lake of the Woods area is considered
by many to be an integral part of the west,
the only means of personal contact with
loved ones at a distance was by mail. When
the bustling community of RAT PORTAGE
was a mere settlement the mail was brought
over the famed Dawson Trail, through a
series of lakes and rivers, by canoe as well
as on foot, to its final destination.

The original RAT PORTAGE was lo-
cated at the west outlet of the Lake of The
Woods and was the location of a lumbering
operation founded by a Mr. John Mather in
1879. This is now the site of KEEWATIN,
ONTARIO, just two kilometers from
modern KENORA. The lumber mill was
known as The Keewatin Lumber Company
as the Province of Keewatin had been estab-
lished in the area only a few years before.

In the late 1870's the mail was brought
directly to the local Hudson's Bay Com-
pany post to be distributed, Sometimes the
mail took months to reach the tiny com-
munity and, since life was lonely, the few
letters from friends and loved ones far away
were greeted joyously. These letters were
often passed from hand to hand among
neighbors, the letters often being the only
source of news and reading material
available.

Late in the 1870s, as well, the railway
was advancing on its long and tortuous
journey to the Pacific to create a unified
Dominion, linked from sea to sea. A post
office was required by the railway con-
tractors closer to the actual rail line and
so the RAT PORTAGE post office was
moved away from its original location to

ora, also by Reg. Reeves. With some refer-
ence to material by Gray Scrimgeour and
Frank Campbell. P.H.S.C. Journals 20 and
23,

the east where a new community was
rapidly coming to life. It was then neces-
sary for the settlers of the earlier RAT
PORTAGE to travel to the new location to
pick up their mail.

As a result of the ensuing inconvenience
John Mather applied to the Postmaster
General for a new post office and on Sep-
tember 1, 1879 two sets of postal seals
arrived in the district, evidently addressed
to Mather. The seals were for a RAT
PORTAGE, KEE. post office and for a
KEEWATIN MILLS, KEE. one as well.
It is possible that Mather had intended from
the beginning to take the name of KEE-
WATIN for the little community where his
lumber mill was located so that the old
myth that the seals were stitched by some-
one, likely Mather, may not be entirely true.

Muskrat Portage was, in any event, the
correct name for the area as it was at the
north-west end of the Lake of the Woods
that the muskrats, and the explorers of the
west later on, transferred from the Lake of
the Woods to the Winnipeg River over a
short portage. The explorers went down
the river to Lake Winnipeg and from there,
by the Red River and the Assiniboine River,
to Winnipeg and points beyond.

The first post office in RAT PORTAGE,
KEE. (now KENORA) was located in a
small log building close to where the Ken-
ora Historic Museum now stands. Around
the post office a wild and western commun-
ity grew rapidly to serve the rowdy railroad-
ers, lumbermen, fishermen and miners of
the area.

The post office was too small from the
start and in 1885, after a number of moves,
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The Hilliard House as it appeared after renovation and remodelling in 1895. This cover
with corner card is dated MR 3-02 and is addressed to the Postmaster General at Ottawa.
This was almost two years after the Rat Portage post office had been moved into its new
building on Main Street on land given to the community by Dr. and Mrs. S. S. Scovil.

Some Squared Circle Cancels from Rat Portage. Note the 64 error for 94. The hammer
was proofed — /AP 28/93, earliest recorded strike — /MY 8/93. Latest recorded strike—

MY /21/97.

the post office found itself in The Hilliard
House, a hotel with some pretentions
towards culture as it was soon known as
The Hilliard Hotel and Opera House. This
edifice was built on the site of the present
Kenricia Hotel and, at the northwest end
of the hotel, in space also occupied by
Campbell's Dry Goods Store, the post office
found a home it was to occupy for fifteen
years. The space given over to the post
office was small, just a corner at the back
of the store.
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From the first day of its operation the
post office in the hotel was grossly inade-
quate. People were swarming into the area
on the recently completed railway and many
of these were Scandinavians, Swedish and
Norwegian, attracted to the area because it
reminded them, physically, of their home-
lands. Mail was often so heavy that the
mailbags were left piled on the boardwalk
in front of the hotel awaiting sorting.

The community was a wild one, in the
early years of the railway and the boom



73 e © Rail-Water Route 1875
cn fd Viwipes RS et e e Y
o NORTH WEST TERRITORIES i LsesD: :
- 2 H
= X }-‘"-_.1 D bt EXISTING RAILWAY 3
;: Vi i L3 debehob  PROJECTED RAILWAY .
= o ““;”;';""‘ 1 aseess WATER ROUTE :

# P : {1 \
i 4 o A 5 oA H
'Lake Shebandowan L e s

Prince Arthur's I.lnd,'\ni was also
known as Dawson's Landing, as it

was At the eastern extremity of

the Dawson Route. The community's
name was later changed to Port Arthur;
it is mow part of the city of

Thunder BHay.

NOTE:

This map shows the piecemeal approach
of the Mackenzie government to the com-
mitment for a Pacific railway. The rail net-
work of the central provinces would be
connected with Manitoba as follows:

A: Canada Central Railway as far as
Renfrew, Ontario,

B: Extension of the CCR from Renfrew,
via Lake Nipissing to the mouth of the
French River.

C: Steamer on Lakes Huron and Superior
between French River mouth and Prince
Arthur’s Landing, via Sault Ste. Marie.

D: A railway replacing the Thunder Bay
section of the Dawson Road.

E: Steamers on deepened and canalled
waterways between Lake Shebandowan and
the Lake of the Woods.

F: Road from the North West Angle of
the Lake of the Woods as far as Winnipeg.

filia ShkeTeise io adart 0¥ the transport of heavy artiel

lerant)

forth-West Territories

After the I5th day of June nent,
Garey at the following rate

TCRONTO TO FORT WILL1AM,

Adults, §5.00. Children under 12 yun. :z 10
baggage, free. Extra luggage, 35 cents per

FORT WILLIAN TO FORT GARRY.

Emigrants, §15.00. Childven under |-r-lv|-. ﬂ ﬂﬂ 150 1hs.personal
luggege, free. Hxtra luggage, $2.00 per 102 No harses, eaen,
wagens ar heavy farming implements can be nkan

THE MODE OF CONVEYANCE,

by Railrosd from Torents te Colllngwoed.
$31 miles by Stesmer from Collingwood te Fort Willlam.
45 miles by Waggon from Fort Willism to Shebandowan Lake
310 miles broken mavigation in ope + from Shebandewan
Luke lc Iuvlh West Angle of the Lake of ‘il Wacds
miles by Cnrt or Waggon frca North-West Angle, Lake of tha
Woods 1o Fort carry

Emigrants will be sent to Fort

180 Lbs. personal

ok miles

Between Fort Willlam and Fert Garey, huts and tents -m
vided for the accomodation of Emigrants on the Portages.
should take their own supplies, Provisions will, however, be
rice, at snaa-nnnun Lake, Fort Frances and nu Narth-
West Angle, Lake of the W

THROUGH TICKETS TO FORT GARRY VIA FORT WILLIAN
€an be had at sll the statlons of the Northers Railwsy.

Daigrants are requested to take motice thit packages ate limited
to 150 Ibs. weight for conwenlence of eramsport on the Portages, n
thet haggage and supplies must not  excesd 450 lhs, lnl any ono
Emigrant,

ter the Ist of August next, the RED RIVER WJLITE will be

By ditection,
F. BRALIK.

Secretary.

Degariwent of bublic ¥erks,
Dttawa, 30th April, 1872,

% *?7~
-t Q
G:JA 35

83
\kEe.
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years of mining, lumbering and fishing.
There was an inordinate number of hotels
and boarding houses built to serve the work-
ing men. The nature of their business can
often be adduced by their names; the Bis-
marck House, also known as Sharpe’s
Boarding House, was probably a bit more
sedate and proper than the Albion Board-
ing House, also known as the Bucket of
Blood.

It was quickly realized that something
would have to be done as the town grew;
a new post office would have to be ac-
quired. A young doctor, who had moved to
the area in 1882 to act as physician for the
C.P.R. from Fort William west to Winnipeg,
gave a piece of land to the town on the
understanding that the site would be used
for a post office. Dr. Simmons Stuart Scovil
was born in Portland, Leeds County, Ont.
He graduated from Queen’s University,
Kingston in 1878. Along with William
Cornelius Van Horne he was one of the
first to invest money in local mining opera-
tions. He built a home at 303 Main Street
(the red brick house on the corner) shortly
after his arrival and used a portion of the
building for his offices. Scovil died in 1927
but his widow stayed on in the home until
her death in 1940.

The offer of property for the post office
from Dr. Scovil prompted lengthy negotia-
tions which commenced when the local
council accepted the gift. In a lengthy
letter to the Honourable J. A. Ouimet,
Minister of Public Works, Ottawa, Mayor
J. M. Savage set out the town's claim to a
new post office.

April 19, 1894,

Siri—

We beg to state that the present Post
Office is located in a hotel building
thoroughly unfitted for the purpose
from a sanitary standpoint on account
of its being in the centre of a 100 foot
building, the front being occupied as a
book and stationery store and the rear
by small rooms belonging to the hotel.
The fire hazard is at 3%4 percent which
we as citizens consider too great a risk
for mails to be exposed to.

There is not now a building in Rat
Portage unoccupied suitable for a Post
Office, or in fact a building of any kind
that is unoccupied except one, a brick
building, which the owner refuses to let
at less than $40 per month.

The Town Council has arranged for
a piece of ground 100 feet square on
the Main Street, centrally located and
unanimously confirmed as a suitable
site for a public building, This ground
has been given on the condition that
the public building be built during the
current year. We estimate the accept-
ance of this location to be a saving to
the Town of at least $2000 as well as
doing away with the friction that would
be sure to arise from local jealousies if
the matter is delayed and the site pur-
chased at a later date.

Rat Portage, as you are aware, is the
distributing point for the whole Rainy
River District, and is the chief place of
supply for the lumbering, milling, min-

Rat Portage's hard won pride and joy. As it appeared after 1928, complete with its clock

and silent bell.
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MANTTOBA !

FORT GARRY
(HINNIPEG)

¥

Foads shown thus e o Talny Bl
| - IS
Water route
Shoam Ehus sessess

DAWSON ROUTE

Tracklaying began in 1876 on the Thun-
der Bay Section. A decision having been
made to abandon the Dawson Route com-
pletely and build the railway through to
the Red River, the terminus of the initial
Contract 13 was changed from Lake She-
bandowan to Sunshine Creek. Other con-
tracts were awarded subsequently for suc-
ceeding sections, as follows:

Contract 13—Fort William to

Sunshine Creek . 3214 miles
Contract 25 — Sunshine Creek to

English River ...

Contract 41 — English Rlver to

. 80 miles

Thunder Bay Section

‘.u- ns-2 X

Eagle River ......... .....118 miles
Contract 42 — Eagle Rwer to

4 T T M S, 67 miles
Contract 15 — Keewatin to

Cross Lake .............. . 36142 miles
Contract 14 — Cross Lake to

Selkirk: oL e e TR TRl

Total .....oicviinvnnenn4ll  miles

The work on this first substantial section
of the Pacific railway took more than seven
years following the sod-turning at Fort
William.
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Drewry's Hotel and Restaurant. Erected 1891, total cost of construction $10,000. One of
the more substantial buildings on Main Street, Rat Portage. It was the first building on

Main Street with running water.

Bismarck Boarding House. Located on Second Street, Rat Portage. Also known as

Sharpe’s Boarding House. As it appeared in 1887.

Now part of the Lake of the Woods Hotel complex, Matheson Street, Kenora.
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Hilliard Opera House and Hotel, Rat Portage. As it must have appeared before 1895 when
some extensive remodeling and renovating were done. It was likely in the corner under
the small tower that the Rat Portage Post Office was located in the back of a dry goods

store,

ing and fishing industries on the Lake
of the Woods, as well as being a sub-
port of entry and end of a division of
the C.P.R.

Your government has now located
here the following officials: Postmaster,
Collector of Customs, Collector of In-
land Revenue, Indian Agent, Fisheries
Overseer and at no distant date it will
be necessary to have a Harbour Mas-
ter. The rent you are now allowing
these officials, if capitalized, would be
sufficient to put up a suitable building.
The town has increased so rapidly that
about 1/20th of the C.P.R. revenue is
derived from this vicinity.

There is located here seven large saw
mills with a capacity of 1000 feet per
year, also a flour mill with a capacity
of 2,000 barrels a day. The fishing in-
dustries are assuming large propor-
tions, about 300 men being employed.

Mining is developing at a rapid rate
and at no late date its importance will
be second to none in the country. The
amount paid in wages by these several
industries amounts to between $60,000
and $70,000 per month.

There is under development at pres-
ent time a water power at Rat Portage
which is to be completed at an esti-
mated cost of $250,000 and it is ex-
pected to develop 40,0000 horsepower.
There is now employed with these im-
provements upwards of 100 men, which
number will be increased at least 200
during the present summer.

I have the

honor to be,

Your Obedient Servant,
J. M. Savage, Mayor.

To be continued

Revenue Study Group

by WiLMER C. ROCKETT

Collecting Canadian revenue stamps.
Many collectors of revenue stamps enjoy
the hobby of stamp collecting for their per-
sonal satisfaction, and not as an investment.
Many, like postage stamp collectors, limit
or specialize in a certain period, classifica-
tion or even a specific issue.

The first issue of Canadian bill stamps
could very well fit into one of these cate-

gories. These stamps issued in 1864 were
the first Canadian revenue stamps. They
are blue, and the values are Ic to $3, They
were sterotyped and printed by the Ameri-
can Bank Note Co., New York, in sheets of
100 (10x10).

There were four different perforations
and many, many constant varieties can be
found.
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Of course, you can also save these on
cover, such as checks, promissory notes,
and sight drafts, bills of exchange and in-
terest payments. The rates of taxation were
1c on documents under $25; 2¢ up to $50;
3c up to $100, and 3c per $100 thereafter.

Duplicate documents were taxed at 4c
per $100 and additional copies at lc. Gov-

ernment documents were tax free. This
issue provides a collector with a great
many outlets for his collecting interests.
BNAPS has a Revenue Study Group with a
monthly newsletter. If you are interested

contact W. Rockett, 2030 Overlook Ave.,
Willow Grove, Pa. 19090,

The Canadian Revenue Study Group

by WILMER C. ROCKETT

The Canadian Revenue Study Group was
a direct outgrowth of the Canadian Revenue
Society, formed in March 1938. Starting
with a few collectors and students of Cana-
dian and Newfoundland revenues and Tax
Paids for the mutual assistance and ex-
change of information, During this period
the C.R.S. published a monthly bulletin
and quite a few special catalogs and lists.
Many of these are still the best reference
works available, The large number of such
lists and catalogs were the results of studies
made by such students as Dr. DeL. French,
R. A. Odell, Nelson Bond, E. L. Piggott, C.
Armstrong, and many others.

The C.R.S. published 142 Newsletters
and 25 other publications, quite a feat for
their 16 years of operation.

In early 1954 the Board of Governors of
C.R.S. decided that the Society should be-
come a study group of the British North
America Philatelic Society. BNA Topics
had a monthly column, “Revenue Group
News”. The first editor of this column was
Dr. French. He edited it until his death in
1956. From 1956 through 1961 the column
was edited by Ed Richardson and after
1961 it has been edited by various Revenue
Group members.

From 1954 until 1961 there was no effort
to formally organize the study group. In
1961 Richardson and Rockett undertook to
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remedy this situation. It was felt there was
a need for a Directory of Canadian Reve-
nue collectors. It was also felt there was a
need for a number of Newsletters per year,
and for an annual round table discussion at
each annual BNAPS Convention.

In June 1962 Ed Richardson published
the “Canadian and BNA Revenue Year
Book” listing charter membership in the
Revenue Group.

In April 1971 Bill Rockett took over as
editor of the present Canadian Revenue
Group Newsletter. At present he has issued
104 Newsletters. The present Revenue
Group is going great and we continue to
operate for the benefit of the exchange of
information in the Revenue Group. We
have a revenue seminar at each of the
BNAPS conventions and we have our own
annual mini-convention each year. Also,
interesting to note, we have six active mem-
bers who were listed in the first 100 mem-
bers of the original C.R.S.

If you wish to join the Canadian Reve-
nue Group of BNAPS we would be happy
to welcome you. All members of BNAPS
interested in Canadian Revenues are elig-
ible. We do have a nominal fee to take care
of publishing 10 or 11 Newsletters per
year. Write Bill Rockett, 2030 Overlook
Ave., Willow Grove, Pa. 19090.



= ML
_' é’Auz‘Aﬁ‘

§ 1855 6?
s o

The RPO Cowecatcher

Lewis M. Ludlow
Gamlen Far East, No. 303, No. 1 Iwata Bldg.
10-18 Higashi Gotanda 5-chome, Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo 141, Japan

Backstamp Bonus

In our last column, we gave some com-
mentary on backstamps, and illustrated an
1875 cover with nine strikes of five different

R-6, B. & L. H,, Type 4D

R-55, G. W. R./ACCOMDn, Type 4B

NAMA WP

Fig. 1—David McKain

R-120, REGISTERED/B. & L. H. R., Type 24G

R-127, REGISTERED/G. W. R. ACCOMDn, 24G
R-128A, REGISTERED/G. W. R. EXPs, 24G
R-61A, G. W. R./MAIL . LINE, Type 4B
R-142A, REGISTERED/T. G. & B. EX, 24B

R.P.Os, all from the Railroad Section, two
of them registered; now Dave McKain has
come in with an even nicer cover — ten
strikes of seven different R.P.O.s, four of
them registered, as follows (Fig. 1)

WEST, September 8, 1876

Two Strikes

EAST, September 8, 1876

Two Strikes

One Strike

WEST, September 8, 1876
September 9, 1876—Two Strikes

All of the above are backstamps on
Dave’s lovely cover from St. George Brant,
C.W., to Fordwich, Ontario; in addition to
the R.P.O.s, there is also a c.d.s. transit
mark of SEAFORTH, ONT., September 8,
1876 and a receiving mark, c.d.s., of FORD-
WICH, ONT., of September 9, 1876. Not
bad for a two day trip. Now, can anybody
put a topper on this one?

New Ground for Newfoundland

For the past year, in the R.P.O. Study
Group Newsletter, we have been doing a
hammer analysis of the Newfoundland list-
ings, and earlier we had reported on three
different NORTH hammers of N-16. Joe
Purcell sent in a NORTH strike that did not
correspond to any of the three we had
identified. Close examination of Joe’s
strike (Fig. 2) revealed a major error in this
hammer in that between COASTAL and
NORTH there is an extra line, appearing
as an “I". At first we thought it was an
optical illusion, but since it did not go
away, we reported this error out in the
Newsletter. By almost return mail, we re-
ceived confirmation from Palmer Moffat
out in Arizona with a slightly earlier strike
confirming this error, (Fig. 3). So much
for optical illusions. The previous N-18
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having been delisted, we have established
this error as a major listing, N-18, with the
earliest date of December 14, 1911 and the
latest date of June 29, 1912. Since N-16
is not at all so uncommon, we wonder if
there are other N-18s out there waiting to
be found.

ol &®&§& e

—Error N-18 for N-16, Palmer Moffat

Comments on Rubber Hammers

About ten years ago, Allan Steinhart re-
viewed the Pritchard and Andrews Proof
Books in Ottawa and reported to Shaw on
the existence of a number of rubber ham-
mers, similar in lettering to many of our
common R.P.O.s, but much larger in size,
average diameter fully over 30mm, in con-
trast to the smaller steel hammers which
are usually in the 24mm range of diameter.
In 1972, in our examination of the proof
books, we were able to confirm Steinhart’s
work and determined that there were at
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least 113 different strikes illustrated in
these proof books, represented by 33%
strikes. In the preparation of the 1975
catalogue, there were so few of these known
to have existed in postal use that the deci-
sion was made not to list all in the proof
books, but only those which had been dis-
covered in some form of postal use. As of
this year, only nine have since been dis-
covered and reported, specifically, M-11I,
M-37B, M-52B, M-60A, Q-6A, 0-355G,
W-27C, W-146A and R-101B. Now, we are
pleased to confirm that another of these
proof strikes has been recorded and then
confirmed in actual use. Graham Naoble
first reported 0-297B, PRESCOTT & OT-
TAWA R.P.O., Type 5, May 21, 1922, on a
Smith Belting C.0.D. cover, (not suitable
for photograph); as per Fig. 4, this has now
been confirmed by Ross Gray with two
strikes on piece dated M.P., April 21, 1921.
In addition to the 113 different proof strikes,
and the ten listings therefrom that have
been confirmed, we have also confirmed
and listed 14 of these rubber hammers for
which there are no proof strikes. These are
Q-46D, Q-68A, Q176G, Q-205B, Q-263B,
Q-274A, Q-282A, Q-305B, Q309A, 0-207A,
0-398A, 0-412A, W-27D and W-195M.
(As we know, the proof books are not com-
plete.) Now, we are able to add another
to this group to make the total fifteen; as
illustrated in Fig. 5, North Bay & Fort Wil-
liam R.P.O./No. 4, Train 2, March 9, 1921,
has also been recorded from Ross Gray.
This has been temporarily listed as O-192C,
but will be renumbered in the new cata-
logue. We note for the record that within
the 113 proof strikes, there is one similar
to 0-192C; however, it has No. 6 at the
bottom, rather than No. 4, and there is only
the single proof strike.

As illustrated in Fig. 6, Don Wilson has
sent in a lovely cancellation reading S.S.
OTHAR/JUL 13, 1915, a probable new
steamer listing; however, we have been
completely unable to get a fix or an identifi-
cation on the OTHAR which would pin-
point it as a vessel operating under New-
foundland control in Newfoundland waters,
which would be required for listing. To
date, we have listed from known reports or
examples, N-55, S.5. BAR HAVEN, S.S.
HOME and S.S. SAGONA; N-55C, S.S.
CLYDE; and N-55F, §.S. GLENCOE. Also
listed as N-81, N-103 and N-104 is the S.S.
NORTHERN RANGER. In consulting the
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Fig. 4 — Unlisted Prescott & Ottawa R.P.O. P.M. April 14, 1921 (black)

property Ross Gray
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Fig. 8 — N-A6 Nov 23, 1924 property Don Wilson

literature, we find that the S.S. BACALIEU,
S.S. BURGEO, S.S. KYLE, SS. PORTIA
and S.S. PROSPERO were also in New-
foundland service although no cancellations
from these vessels have been reported. In
all of our investigation, no reference to
OTHAR has been found. Can any of our
readers give us any background data on the
S.S. OTHAR which apparently was in New-
foundland waters in mid-1915?

Help Received
In recent issues of the Cowcatcher we
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presented several unknowns that offered
good opportunity for identification. Dave
McKain has nailed down one of these, spe-
cifically Fig. 7, page 21, of the Sept./Oct.,
1980 issue of Topics. Dave submitted a
partial strike (not suitable for photograph)
which ties with and completes the bottom
half of the previously unknown strike; what
we now have is a new clerk for Q-52A. The
complete strike reads JOS. BEAULIEU/
LEVIS & SHERBROOKE, Type 6G.
Neither strike has a complete date; how-
ever, our original unknown was on a 2c
Edward while Dave's strike is on a 2c
Admiral. Many thanks, Dave.



More New Ground for Newfoundland

In our 1975 catalogue, we listed two
towns for the Ticket Stamps of N-55A,
specifically GAMBO and MILLERSTOWN/
JUNCTION. Since that time, we have an-
nounced here in the Cowcatcher the dis-
covery of the additional towns of ARN-
OLD’S COVE and CARBONEAR. These
were just the beginning. Since our last re-
ports, several additional towns have been
reported for the first time. Bob Soper and
Bill Robinson have both submitted con-
firmed strikes of N-55A for LEWISPORTE
and CORNER BROOK. Dave McKain and
Soper both have confirmed strikes of
CURLING, while McKain and Ludlow
have identical strikes of CRABBS. Lud-
low has a confirmed strike of BISHOP
FALLS, while Soper has a confirmed strike
each of AVONDALE and GLENWOOD
(for latter, see Fig. 7). Robinson has also
submitted a strike which tentatively has
been identified as DEER LAKE, but needs
confirmation. All of the foregoing fall
under N-55A. Additionally, Soper has a
confirmed new town for N-55D, namely

DOYLES. Finally, we have two more
strikes from Soper, GRAND FALLS and
STEPHENVILLE / CROSSING, for which
the top of the strike is not visible and thus
we do not know if these are N-55A, B, C,
D, E or F; hopefully, some of our readers
can match up and identify these partial
strikes.

First Report

As illustrated in Fig. 8, Don Wilson has
submitted the first report confirmed by us
of N-46, a lovely full strike dated Novem-
ber 23, 1924; interestingly enough, this is
the only date that was reported by Meyer-
son. Is this then the only known strike of
N-46? This issue of the Cowcatcher has
been replete with information on New-
foundland strikes, since it is this area cur-
rently undergoing hammer analysis in the
R.P.O. Study Group Newsletter, available
to all members of the R.P.O. Study Group.
Those interested in the Study Group, but
not yet members, should contact Jim Lehr,
2918 Chesire Road, Devon, Wilmington,
Delaware 19810, U.S.A.

Charles G. Firby wins Grand Award
at BNAPEX ‘80

Charles Firby of Southfield, Michigan
won the Grand Award at BNAPEX '80
held at McAllen, Texas — with his out-
standing study of “Canadian Postal Rates
1859-68, and shown on covers bearing the
1859 Decimal Issue”. He had terrific com-
petition as other Gold Medal winners were
Allan Steinhart “Stampless to and From
Canada” — Art Leggett “Leafs and Num-
erals, 1897-1902” — Ed Richardson “4-Ring
Numeral Cancellations on the Pence and
59s” — Robert Prart “1910 Guy Issue of
Newfoundland”.

Winners of VERMEIL Medals were
Jack Wallace “British Columbia and Van-
couver Island” — Larry Paige “Flag Can-
cellations, 1896-1902" — Joe DiCiommo
“Canada Large Queens of 1868” and Bill
Rockett “Western Provinces and Territorial
Revenues.”

SILVER medals were won by Lee Bran-
dom “Newfoundland Postal Stationery” —

Earl Corvet “Queen Victoria Postal Station-
ery"—Mickey Richardson *“Anglo-Boer War
Patriotics”—Lee Brandom ‘“Canada Postage
Booklets and Panes” — Clarence Stillions
“Newfoundland Coronation Issue, 1937.”

The SILVER-BRONZE winners were
Jack Myers “Semi-Official Airs” — Ed
Christman, Jr. “Semi-Official Airs” — Barry
Shapiro “Exhibition & Celebration Covers”
— David McKain “Maritime R.P.O. Can-
cels” — H, G. Walburn “Canadian Precan-
cels” — John Siverts “Federal Revenues”
(also won the NOVICE Award) — Guy des
Rivieres “Money Letters” and Barry Shapiro
“King Edward Postal Stationery”.

The BRONZE awards went to Jonathan
Johnson “Canadian Railway Postal Perfins”
— Erick Middleton “C.P.R. Railway Adv.
Postal Cards” — Jeff Switt “Type 1 Squared
Circle Cancels” — Don Makinen “Imperial
Penny Postage” and Clinton Phillips “Type
II Squared Circles of the Maritimes”.
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The Court of Honor was made up of an
exhibition by the National Postal Museum
of Canada “The 1927 Historical Issue of
Canada” — the 1976 BNAPEX Grand
Award winning exhibit, Art Groten's
“1859 Decimal Issue of Canada” and the
1978 Grand Award winning exhibit, Ed
Richardson’s “1868 Large Queens Issue of
Canada”.

With the frames holding 18 pages of
material, and with 164 frames on exhibit —
BNAPEX '80 was the largest showing of
BNA material yet shown at any BNAPS
or Royal show —in fact larger than many
BNA exhibits in internationals. Among the
Non-Competitive Exhibits was one by
Harry Lussey — “Revenues” showing a new
Revenue rarity.

Approximately 125 BNAPSers and their
spouses registered for the three-day affair,
which included several well attended semi-
nars including:—“Prince Edward Island”,
James Lehr, Ch.—*Perfins”,Jonathan John-
son, Ch.— “Revenue Study Group”, Bill
Rockett, Ch,— “Squared Circle Cancels”,
Glenn Hansen, Ch.—“R.P.O. Cancels”
David McKain, Ch. — “Canadian Officials”,
Trelle Morrow, Ch.— “Semi-Official Air-
mails”, Bob Jamieson, Ch.— “Military
Postal History”, Kenneth Ellison, Ch.—and
“National Postal Museum”, Ron McGhuire,
Ch.

Social events included a “Border Butter-
milk” Party and “Get Acquainted” Dinner,
Thursday evening, the Past President’s Re-
ception (8 out of 14 living Past Prexies
were present including No. 1 and No. 2),
Friday night, a six hour bus tour to Mexico
just 8 miles away, the Annual Meeting Sat-
urday morning, and the Awards and Recog-
nition Banquet Saturday night. The high-
light of the Banquet was the presentation
of the new ORDER of the BEAVER
MEDALS to the 10 (of 15 living) mem-
bers present, and the induction into the
Order of Guy des Rivieres. Each guest was
given a well printed booklet containing
short philatelic sketches of the 15 living
and 4 deceased members of the Order of

the Beaver, the
BNAPS.

Another booklet of similar size given all
registrants was the program. Containing no
advertising — this handbook was a real
guide to the convention, and contained a
great deal of historical data about past
officers, past BNAPEX conventions and
Grand Award winners.

The Judges of the Exhibition were Bill
Maresch, Chairman, Harry Lussey and
James Kraemer.

Each registrant was given a very large
heavy duty briefcase as a souvenir of his visit
to BNAPEX ’80. And all registrants received
a mixed bag of Texas oranges and ruby-red
grapefruit. These were gifts from members
of the Host group— The Prairie Beavers
of Texas, and not included in the registra-
tion fee. The hotel arrangements were per-
fect for a convention like BNAPEX —
small, friendly — we just about had all the
facilities to ourselves.

If we were to list all the members who
worked to make this a success we'd have to
list almost all the members of the unit,
they were almost all there, they came early,
worked hard, and thoroughly enjoyed hav-
ing BNAPS as their guests. The Executive
Committee was made up of:

Chairman, Barry Shapiro; Exhibits, Ed
Richardson; Registration, Woody Poore;
Exec. Vice-Ch., Lee Brandom; Arrange-
ments, Don Makinen; Special, Vic Drozd.

Lee Brandom was awarded the Richard-
son BNA Award for permanent keeping,
having earned this in exhibit competition
over the past three years, among the Beaver
Unit membership.

Jim Kraemer invited everyone to
BNAPEX '81 at Ottawa this next Sep-
tember.

If you made it — we were glad you were
there.

If you missed it—sorry, but we can't
promise to duplicate it again!

Honorary Society of

— Edward A. Richardson

TOPICS NEEDS ORIGINAL MATERIAL

FOR PUBLICATION
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Canada Post Office - Domestic Rates
and Postmarks

by CHARLES P. DE VOLPI
Charge Account Letters

Charge accounts were established with
postmasters by business concerns, provin-
cial and municipal offices and private indi-
viduals to charge both prepaid and collect
postage.

These accounts were not forbidden by
the postmaster general, but postmasters
were regularly advised that they were per-
sonally responsible for any defalcations.

From instructions to postmasters — ART.
XXIII. Payment of postages. Nothing but
specie or its equivalent should be received

in payment of postage. No credit is to be
given except at your own risk. In this coun-
try an exception to this rule exists, in the
cast of accounts kept against the public,
civil and military departments, for the pay-
ment of which the government is, of course,
responsible.

Handstamps originated by these charge
accounts are of no standard pattern, size
or wording, they are interesting and in-
triguing and a very important part of Cana-
dian postal history.

Fig. I — From Sherbrooke, July 25, 1834
4V Pence Collect Charged — Leonard Benton Dy P.M.
James Baxter had charge account at Stanstead Post Office,
to which his outgoing and incoming postage was charged

Fig. 2 — From Sherbrooke, September 30, 1834

414 Pence Collect — CHARGED — L.K.B.
Same correspondence but note handstamp CHARGED
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New instructions to postmasters effective
August 1, 1852 Part XIX.

Section 199. — Postmasters are not auth-
orized to give credit — for postage, and if
they do so, it is at their own risk, and can-
not be admitted as excuse for failing to
remit the balance of postage due from an
office at the prescribed periods.

Section 200 —If credit has been given
by a postmaster, he cannot detain a letter
or paper addressed to the person credited
which is free, or paid, or for which the
postage is tendered to him, because there
may be an unsettled account for postage
due by that person.

Fig. 3 — Receipt for charge account postage dated Toronto,
September 1st, 1861, for period from July Ist to August 31st, 1861

T

Fig. 4 — From Hamilton, May 18, 1855.

Paid by charging to ACCOUNT 140. 140 was charge account number of
The Great Western Railroad
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Fig. 5 — From Toronto, December 16, 1871
Paid by charging to Box 788 — C.L.C. Co. (Canada Landed Credit Co.)

Fig. 6 — From Toronto, June 23, 1874.
Paid by charging to Drawer 2626

Compulsory payment of postage by adhesive stamps became effective October 1, 1875,
and another interesting phase of postal history came to a close.
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Richardson:

Brandom:

will insure it.
mail.

65 HOWE AVENUE -

THE FOLLOWING BOOKS ARE ON HAND
The Canadian Flag Cancellation Handbook, 1896-1973 .. Price $5.00

Catalogue of Tobacco Paid Stamps of Canada

and i Newfoundlond 0 a0 alEl v e i Price $6.00
Day and Smythies:
Fancy Cancellations of the Nineteenth Century................. Price $7.50
Canadian Stamps with Perforated Initials Handbook Reprmt
prepared by BNAPS Perfin Study Group... ...Price $4.50
The Book Department is not responsible for books lost in the mail. An extra 35c

All orders must be prepaid. Please allow 6-8 weeks for book rate

BNAPS BOOK DEPARTMENT
HAMILTON, ONTARIO CANADA L9A 1X2

BOOK REVIEW

A new revenue handbook has been pub-
lished by BNAPS. It is a combination of
two handbooks in one; first, a Supplement
to the Catalogue of Tobacco Tax Paid
Stamps of Canada and Newfoundland by
Lee W. Brandom and second, A Study of
the Legion Bottle Seals of Canada by E. F.
Vilter. The 80-page handbook is in the
814"x11"” format of the former publication.
The Tax Paid Tobacco stamp section lists
a number of tax paid items which have
come to light since publication by Brandom
of the first handbook.

The Legion Bottle Seal section of the
book is in three parts. It deals with Fed-
eral seals, Provincial seals and miscellane-
ous data such as lock seals, etc.

The handbook is sponsored by the Cana-
dian Revenue Group of BNAPS, and is now
available from the BNAPS book depart-
ment, ¢/o Mrs. Doris Hollingshead, 65
Howe Ave., Hamilton, Ontario, Canada,
L9A 1X2, price $10.00 Canadian funds.

If you collect Revenue or literature, this
is a good addition to your philatelic library.

—Alan Steinhart
(H andbook Committee)

A COMBINATION BOOK

First Supplement to the Catalogue of Tobacco Tax Paid Stamps
of Canada and Newfoundland
by LEE W. BRANDOM
and
A Study of the Liquor Bottle Seals of Canada
by E. F. VILTER

available from
BNAPS BOOK DEPARTMENT

65 HOWE AVENUE
HAMILTON, ONTARIO, CANADA L9A 1X2

Price $10.00
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THE EXCEPTIONAL

HARRY LUSSEY

COLLECTION OF

ADMIRALS

IS ONLY ONE OF THE HIGHLIGHTS IN OUR

June 10, 11, Auction

A Fabulous General Sale of Specialized Material
1350 Lots Including

FOREIGN — with collections and choice Germany. BR. EMPIRE — with
collections, sets and singles. NEW BRUNSWICK, NEWFOUNDLAND,
BRITISH COLUMBIA. CANADA PENCE — proofs, the second and final
portion of the HENRY GATES collection. POSTAL HISTORY, PENCE,
CENTS, LARGE and SMALL QUEEN COVERS. JUBILEES — with covers. The
MACDONALD-CARTIER ESSEAYS, HISTORICAL & CONFEDERATION ISSUE —
with large die proofs. SCROLL ISSUE — with large die proofs and large
blocks. INVERTED SEAWAY —on cover. PLUS TWO FULL SESSIONS OF
ADMIRALS including imperforates, plate material, gutter blocks, lathe-
work . . . and much more.

Catalogues by subscription only $10 (Canada), $15 (U.S.A)), $20 (overseas) first
class mail, for four major sales with prices realized.

FREE CATALOGUE IF PICKED UP AT OUR OFFICE

r.maresch & son ===,

SINCE 18929
330 BAY ST, STE.703 * TORONTO, CANADA MSH 288 » ([418) 363-7777




SISSONS

AUCTION

““SISSONS AUCTIONS”

One of the best places to buy and sell
better Canada and B.N.A. since 1946

UPCOMING AUCTIONS SCHEDULED FOR
AUGUST 1981-NOVEMBER 1981

Complimentary Catalogue upon request

Catalogues and Prices Realized $10 per year
(Ontario Residents add 7% sales tax)

Consignments or inquiries welcomed at any time

10% Seller’'s Commission

J. N. SISSONS INC.

SUITE 103, MEZZANINE (SHERATON CENTRE HOTEL)
100 RICHMOND STREET WEST
TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA M5H 3Ké
(416) 364-6003

MEMBER: C.5.D.A., AS.D.A,




